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Four Torrance city council seats will need to be filled in the upcoming June 3rd election.  Pictured (L to R) are City Council Candidates Aurelio Mattucci, Mike Griffiths, Heidi Ashcraft, Tim Goodrich, Milton 
Herring, Geoffrey Rizzo, Leilani A. Kimmel-Dagostino, Alex M. See, Charlotte Ann Svolos, Kurt Weideman, Clint Andrew Paulson, Omar Navarro and John Paul Tabakian.  Three candidates (Rahmat H. 
Khan, Ryan H. Mand and Norm “Opa” Segal) were not present for this April 17 forum photo.  Additional photos on Page 2.  The Torrance Tribune continues its election coverage with a third mayoral and 
city council candidates Q&A, starting on Page 3.  Photo by Charlene Nishimura.
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Sixteen Candidates Run for Four 
Torrance City Council Seats

TUSD Extends Donations  
to Payroll Program
By Dylan Little

On April 21, in a split decision, the 

Torrance School Board voted to continue 

allowing school site booster clubs and 

“alliances” to use donations to hire staff 

specifically for their school. The Torrance 

Teachers Association has concerns that the 

practice might skew personnel funding in 

the district, while a vocal group of parents 

see it as a valuable avenue for the com-

munity to invest in education. The Board 

decided in a 3-2 vote to continue allow-

ing parents and community members to  

donate towards additional staff at individual  

schools for three more years before 

revisiting the issue, despite concerns of 

supplanting traditional funding methods 

and creating inequitable situations.

Torrance Teachers Association (TTA) 

president Julie Shankle expressed the 

union’s problems with allowing com-

munities to pay for staff at schools with 

donations. TTA is chiefly concerned 

with potentially reducing funding for 

teaching and aide positions, creating a 

system where schools rely on donations 

and hourly contract teachers instead of 

salaried full-time professionals.

“We at TTA initially opposed this move 

because we felt it would create inequitable 

situations,” said Shankle. “Now our fear 

has moved to a different area. We fear that 

now this is actually supplanting money 

that would go to the schools instead of 

supplementing. These positions were 
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Council Delays New Street Sweeping
By Dylan Little 

After public outcry and over two hours of  

debate, the Torrance City Council voted unani-

mously to defer parts of the Optimized Weekly 

Street Sweeping Program to seek more public 

input. The April 22 (and early April 23) meeting 

saw the Council approve grates in the city’s 

storm drains and “optimized” street sweeping 

for areas already subject to parking restrictions 

while postpone installing signage and new street 

sweeping schedules for the rest of the city.

Optimized street sweeping is planned to roll 

out to all residential areas of the city. This would  

change parking restrictions from their current 

form, which prevents cars from parking on both 

sides of a street, to instead affecting one side of the  

street on one day and the other side on the following  

day. The changes were initially to roll out between  

May and August this year in the area roughly 

from the city’s southern border to Sepulveda 

Boulevard in the north and from Western Avenue 

in the east to the Hillside neighborhood in the 

west before the Council delayed the action. 

This area drains to Machado Lake in Harbor 

City, which the Los Angeles Regional Water 

Quality Control Board has set a limit of zero 

on trash discharge and the city obtained a 

grant to make this tough goal into a success. 

The area includes the Seaside neighborhood, 

which is known for its impressive holiday light 

displays. A contingent of Seaside residents 

asserted that the signs could be an eyesore in 

their community. Resident Kurt James even 

provided photographic evidence that currently 

without signs the streets are empty on street 

sweeping days. “I think everyone would agree 

that we feel we do live in a special area . . .  

especially around Christmas time when we 

have white lights in the trees.” said James. 

“The trees need to be the focus of our area, 

not sign pollution.” 

The Council was sympathetic to the concerns 

of the neighborhood’s residents. Council member 

Pat Furey said that perhaps one solution would 

be to only install the bare minimum of signage 

and based on the outcome in regards to street 

sweeping effectiveness set a level for the number 

of signs in the area, although he admitted that the 

goal of no signs was probably not viable. “The  

goal is to clean up the bay, that’s why this is 

happening,” said Furey. “In the Seaside area . . .  

we could do . . . a study to see how effective 

they are at getting the streets clear.  If there’s no 

issue then the least amount of signs as possible 

will be inflicted on those people. I think we 

all agree at the end of the day we are going 

to have some kind of signage in our city.”

The original plan for the signs with new street 

sweeping times called for over 5,000 signs, 

which the city’s contractor had already started 

to mark out with orange spray paint. However, 

the number of signs was an overestimate on 

the part of the city. Because the city is seeking 

grant funding for the signs, city staff wanted 

to include the maximum number of possible 

signs to avoid having to pay for signs needed 

due to unforeseen circumstances. 

City Engineer Craig Belezerian said the goal 

has always been to make the signage unobtrusive, 
See City Council, page 14



Page 2 April 24, 2014 TORRANCE TRIBUNE

Calendar

Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce 
Hosts Council Candidates Forum

By Charlene Nishimura

TACC hosted a City Council Candidates Forum on April 17 where 13 of the 16 candidates 

were present to address questions including what their top priorities would be, how they 

would work with the Chamber, how capital improvements can be funded and their thoughts 

on other economic challenges facing the city.  The forum was coordinated by TACC’s 

Government Affairs Coordinator Brandon Matson with Board Member Karl Schmidt serving as 

moderator.  The event sponsors included All Yellow Taxi and South Bay Board of Realtors. •

THURSDAY, APRIL 24
• “Marshmallow Madness”, 4 p.m., Hen-

derson Library, 4805 Emerald St. For more 

information please call the Henderson Library 

310-371-2075.

• South Bay Ostomy Support Group Meet-

ing, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memorial Medical 

Center, 3300 block Lomita Blvd., West Tower 

building, 2nd floor in # “C”. For more in-

formation call Carol Hubert (310) 378-5331 

or Anne Marie Knudsen (310) 548-8558.

• Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce 

100th Year Celebration event, 12 p.m., Tor-

rance Marriott. For more information call 

(310) 543-3113 or visit TorranceChamber.

com. Reservations must be made in advance.

FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
• Hardback Booksale, 2-6 p.m. also 4/26 

9 a.m.-4  p.m., Katy Geissert Library, 3301 

Torrance Blvd. For more information call 

(310) 618-5959.   

SATURDAY, APRIL 26
• 42nd Annual Bunka-Sai Japanese Cultural 

Festival, (also April 27), 11 a.m.-5 p.m.,  

Ken Miller Recreation Center, 3341 Torrance 

Boulevard.

• Free YMCA Healthy Kids Day®, 9 a.m.-1 

p.m., Torrance-South Bay YMCA, 2900 W. 

Sepulveda Blvd. For more information call 

(310) 325-5885.

• Money Origami Saturday, 2-4 p.m., Wal-

teria Library, 3815 W. 242 St. Participants 

must register and bring four dollar bills to 

the workshop. For more information call 

(310) 375-8418.

• Mother’s Day Bouquet, 10 a.m., Hen-

derson Library, 4805 Emerald St. For more 

information call (310) 371-2075.

SUNDAY, APRIL 27
• BubbleMania: Comedy with a Drip!, 2 

p.m. and 6 p.m., Armstrong Theatre, 3330 

Civic Center Drive. For more information 

call (310) 781-7171.

• Torrance Antique Street Faire, 8 a.m.- 

3 p.m., 1317 Sartori Ave. For more information  

call (310) 328-6107.

THURSDAY, MAY 1
• TeenZone: Juggling With David Cousins, 

3:30 p.m., Katy Geissert Library, Polly Watts 

Story Theater, 3301 Torrance Blvd. 

• National Day of Prayer breakfast, 7:30 

a.m., Torrance Marriot (3565 Fashion Way). 

Tickets are $30/person. For more informa-

tion call (310) 541-8108 or visit www.

stpeterspres.org.

• Torrance “State of the City” mayoral  

address, Torrance Marriot (3565 Fashion Way).  

Check-in at 5:30. Tickets are $75/person. 

Reservations are required: please call (310) 

543-3113.

SATURDAY, MAY 3
• “May is for Memories” Genealogy Semi-

nar, 9 a.m.-1p.m., Torrance Stake, 22605 Kent 

Avenue. Classes and registration form (due 

April 26) at rootsweb.ancestry.com/~casbcgs.

TUESDAY, MAY 6 
• City Council Meeting, 7-10 p.m., City 

Hall, Council Chamber, 3031 Torrance Bl. 

For more information call (310) 618-2870.

• Artful Days: Aztecs Before The Span-

ish Arrived, 12:10-1 p.m., George Nakano 

Theatre, 3330 Civic Center Drive. For more 

information call (310) 618-2326.

• “Breaking Through” (West High School 

Dance Department), 7:00 p.m., James Arm-

strong Theatre, 3330 Civic Center Drive. 

For more information call (310) 781-7171.

THURSDAY, MAY 8
• South Bay Republican Women Monthly 

Luncheon, 11:00 a.m., Double Tree Hotel, 

21333 Hawthorne Blvd. For more informa-

tion call Gloria at (310) 326-9349 or Vera 

at (310) 320-1431.

ONGOING

• Downtown Torrance Marketplace. Every 

Thursday, 3-8 p.m., on El Prado Street, from 

Sartori to the Buffalo Fire Department. 

• “Happy Hats for Kids In Hospitals” 

hosts workshops to decorate or sew hats for 

hospitalized children every Tuesday, 12:30-

2:30 p.m., 923 Van Ness Avenue. For more 

information call (310) 787-0970. •

 Torrance City Council Candidates Geoffrey Rizzo (left) and Tim 
Goodrich.

Council Candidate Milton Herring (left) and Realtor Frank Allen. City Council Candidates John Paul Tabakian, Clint Andrew Paulson and Mike Griffiths. All photos by Charlene Nishimura.

Current Councilwoman and Council Candidate Heidi Ashcraft (left) and Candidate Leilani A. Kimmel-Dagostino. (L to R) City Council Candidates Omar Navarro and Aurelio Mattucci with Bob Brandt, Co-owner of the Red Car Brewery. 

Current Councilman and Mayoral Candidate Tom Brewer (left) 
and Council Candidate Alex M. See.

The quick paced forum was timed and the candidates were allotted an opening and closing statement along with a minute to address each question.
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ELECTION 2014
Questions for the Mayoral Candidates

The Torrance Tribune complied a number 
of questions from Torrance residents and 
businesses to pose to the candidates for 
Mayor and City Council.   We will publish 
two questions per week. Each candidate 
has a 200-word limit per question.  Herald 
Publications does not edit or change any 
candidate’s answers.  

Do you feel that the current 
city administration has 

done a good job? 
What would you do the same and 
what would you like to change?
Tom Brewer:  Answer not submitted by 

deadline.

Pat Furey:   Considering the economic 

climate of the country, state and region in the 

last six years, I believe the current administra-

tion has done a fantastic job.  Cutting tens of 

millions of dollars from the budget took some 

strong leadership.   And, we accomplished 

that without laying off employees and with 

minimal impact to municipal services that 

are required and expected by residents and 

businesses.   I refuse to second guess what 

was accomplished by the present mayor and 

council, because we worked as a team.  I am, 

however, concerned that some members of 

“the team” now contend there is an issue with 

employee pensions.  One should ask, did that 

only recently come to light?  And, now that 

member of “the team” promises to resolve 

the issue in the next negotiation process.  If 

it is such a great issue, why did “the team” 

recently give raises to the employees?  And, 

why wasn’t that his priority in that negotia-

tion process?  The truth is that the pension 

debt issue was addressed and concessions 

were made by the employee groups.  And, 

“the team” - in its entirety - voted to ratify 

the contracts.

Bill Sutherland:  Yes, they have done 

more than a good job. It is said that the cost 

of perfection is prohibitive but as a city we 

continually strive to do the best possible job 

within the constraints of a balanced budget.  

I am proud to have been the chairman of the 

Government and Finance Committee that has 

kept a balanced budget during these difficult 

economic times.  This administration has 

done a great job of prioritizing with a limited 

budget and as I’ve said at every forum, as the 

economy improves, so will our ability to do 

long postponed projects such as infrastructure 

repair.   I have a concern that we are not as 

user friendly as we could be. I propose we 

put additional effort in improving our interface 

with all who use city services.  If it comes 

to be that we need to appoint a new City 

Manager, the standard set by LeRoy Jackson 

has to be an essential criterion. 

Mayor Scotto believes it 
takes a “coalition” of people 
in city government to make 

things happen. Do you agree? 
If so, what relationships 
would you like to forge?

Tom Brewer:  Answer not submitted by 

deadline.

Pat Furey:   I agree that building coalitions 

is most important to any organization includ-

ing local government.  When more people are 

included in the decision making process, there 

is more opportunities for success.  During 

my four years as president of the Torrance 

Education Foundation, building coalitions 

amongst teachers, administrators, parents and 

local businesses resulted in an ability to raise 

more than $1 million to enrich the educational 

experience of the children in the Torrance 

schools.   Only by building coalitions was I 

able to raise more than $300,000.00 in just 

two weeks to maintain smaller classes;  cre-

ate a business plan for a vehicle raffle, that 

continues to raise money for our schools, and 

create a summer school program that continues 

to provide an enrichment program for our lo-

cal children.  My goal as mayor is to build a 

business development team - adjunct to the 

city’s efforts - comprised of successful local 

business people to do outreach to businesses 

that should be in Torrance.  And, to embrace 

those that are already here, so that we do not 

lose them. Too many other locations - both 

in state and out of state - are making efforts 

to steal away some of our better performing 

companies. 

Bill Sutherland:  I agree, beyond working 

with the new council people to show them 

the resources within the City to assist them, 

I believe a coalition tends to be a temporary 

relationship and I prefer a partnership with 

the broader community. It goes far beyond 

just residents; we have a daytime population 

that includes business, industry, visitors, and 

those who come to use our sports and enter-

tainment facilities.  We have an active and 

effective Commission system, volunteers for 

various committees. We have a group of former 

elected officials that I would engage. They 

are a wealth of knowledge that is untapped 

and extremely valuable.  I would like to meet 

with every Home Owners Association on their 

own turf not only to build a rapport, but also 

to also let them know that as the Mayor; I 

am here for them. Perhaps most importantly 

is to grow and reinforce a partnership with 

our School District to maximize the potential 

of our most important resource, our children.

Thank you Candidates! •

Questions for the City Council Candidates
The Torrance Tribune complied a number 

of questions from Torrance residents and 
businesses to pose to the candidates for 
Mayor and City Council.   We will publish 
two questions per week. Each candidate 
has a 200-word limit per question.  Herald 
Publications does not edit or change any 
candidate’s answers.  

Do you feel that the current  
city administration has done  
a good job? What would you  
do the same and what would  

you like to change?
Heidi Ashcraft:  Eight years ago the 

voters of Torrance elected Frank Scotto by 

a huge majority along with Bill Sutherland 

and Tom Brewer to change the direction the 

City of Torrance was going.  I do feel the 

current city administration has done the job 

they were elected to do and have done it 

well.  The format of Council meetings was 

changed.  Now 30 minutes at the beginning 

of the meeting is devoted to residents so they 

can speak on non-agenda items instead of 

having to wait until the end of the meeting 

to be heard.  There is a Commissioner 

Certification Training program to help people 

be involved in city government.  Transparency 

with the Council had been a problem with 

the previous administration. An automated 

voting system has been installed, which 

eliminates the perception of gamesmanship 

that was created through roll call voting. This 

helps with keeping the public’s trust, which 

is essential. The addition of the Economic 

Development Department is another positive 

move that has happened.  These are all areas 

I would keep and enhance, especially the 

Economic Development Department.  In 

addition I would like to see the Torrance 

City website be more user friendly, I’ve 

had many comments about how difficult it 

is to navigate.

Tim Goodrich:  While the current 

administration has weathered us through 

the difficult times of the Great Recession, I 

believe the actions of the next administration 

will be equally vital. As a Councilmember, I 

will undertake a “Back to Basics” approach 

and focus on the areas where government 

is inherently most efficient; public safety, 

infrastructure, and open and transparent 

government. In regards to public safety, 

I think it’s important the City provides a 

dedicated emergency operations center as 

our current lack of one comprises the safety 

of our residents. In regards to infrastructure, 

I will work to ensure we focus on repairing 

our roads, curbs, and gutters, as well as 

finishing the traffic light synchronization 

program. Finally, in regards to open and 

transparent government, I will work to apply 

today’s technology, where appropriate, to 

make government more accessible for all. 

As we emerge from the Great Recession 

and revenues start to return, we only have 

once chance to get it right. Let’s do it by 

focusing on the basics.  

Michael Griffiths:  Overall, I would 

have to give high marks to our current city 

administration for how they have handled 

issues, especially considering the difficult 

economic times we have been through. 

Everything is a matter of priorities, so one 

of the priorities of the current administration 

was to not have to lay off City employees. 

We did lose employees via attrition, and 

some services had to be cut, but without the 

required revenues, some things had to go. I’m 

impressed at the diligence of staff to seek 

out alternative funding methods to get some 

of our needs paid for, via grants and other 

monies available through various measures 

and existing tax revenue sources. So that is 

something I would continue, and increase if 

possible.  I would change areas where we 

can increase efficiency and duplication, which 

is something that happens between the City 

and the School District. I would also like to 

see the City invest in things that will lower 

our costs in the long run, like installation of 

solar generation capabilities onto City-owned 

buildings, which has a very short ROI before 

we would see savings.

Milton Herring: Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Rahmat H. Khan:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Leilani A. Kimmel-Dagostino: Yes, I feel 

the current city administration has done a 

good job considering the current economic 

environment. Although some City recreational 

activities have been cut, the unions and city 

personnel have foregone raises in order to 

maintain a balanced budget and a safe and 

secure community. People have had to do 

more with less and still sustained an excellent 

service level. I liked the remote City Council 

meetings that were held in order to give 

residents in all areas of the city a chance 

to participate. I would like to continue this 

practice and also add a City Council meeting 

during the day time so senior citizens can 

participate. Many of our seniors cannot attend 

a City Council meeting in the evening because 

they do not drive at night or wish to be out 

late in the evening. This would give them a 

chance to voice their concerns.

Ryan H. Mand:  Answer not submitted 
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Celebrate Union Station at 75 
Historic LA Union Station has served Los Angeles County for 75 years. Join Metro, in 

partnership with National Train Day, Amtrak and Metrolink for a fun->lled day of train 

exhibits, entertainment and other family activities on May 3 from 10am to 4pm. More 

at metro.net/unionstation. 

Bike Week LA May 12–19
Join Metro and explore bicycling resources in your community. Learn how to >x your bike, 

enjoy a guided bike ride or pedal your way to work. More information and full schedule of 

activities at metro.net/bikeweek.

Crenshaw Boulevard Closed May 2–3
A temporary closure of Crenshaw Boulevard between Martin Luther King Boulevard and Stocker 

Street will be in e=ect from 10pm on Friday, May 2 to 1pm on Saturday, May 3. This closure is 

part of work on the future station at Martin Luther King Boulevard on the 8.5 mile Crenshaw/

LAX light rail line planned to open in 2019. For more information, visit metro.net/crenshaw.

 

Turnstiles Latched on Green Line
Metro is latching the turnstiles at the entrances to several Metro Green Line stations as 

part of the TAP fare payment system. Before entering, tap the target on the right side of the 

turnstile with your valid TAP card in order to pass through. All Metro Red/Purple, Blue and 

Gold line stations equipped with gates are now latched. 

Blue Line Getting $1.2 Billion in Upgrades 
Metro is committing more than $1.2 billion over the next few years to rehabilitate and 

modernize the nearly 25-year-old Metro Blue Line, one of the most heavily-used light rail 

systems in the nation. Upgrades include purchasing 78 new rail cars for $739 million.

metro.net

@metrolosangeles 

facebook.com/losangelesmetro

See City Council Candidates, page 4
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See City Council Candidates, page 5

City Council Candidates  ` from page 3
by deadline.

Aurelio Mattucci:  I don’t think the current 

administration has put much time in inform-

ing themselves as to what people want, 

need, deserve and paid for.   We have had a 

complete failure  in maintaining our streets 

and sidewalks.   The current administration, 

which includes two appointed incumbent 

candidates,  have failed to deliver a plan 

that would put Torrance back on track to 

maintaining the infrastructure.   I am tired 

of hearing about the “5 year plan”.   They 

keep on telling us that the budget is tight... 

My question is,  “What happened to the tax 

dollars that have been paid by the citizens 

over the decades?” There are many streets 

in Torrance that have not been repaved in 50 

years, yet some streets have been repaved 

several times in the last few years.  It’s time 

Torrance leaders stop the favoritism and 

start working on our failing system.   The 

only way I see this ever working is that we 

eliminate the Political Connections to current 

and past Politicians and start fresh.   I am 

tired of hearing who endorsed whom and 

who is their number one fan.   This is my 

opinion, if a candidate is being pushed by 

our current administration, what makes you 

think anything will ever change?  I personally 

have not asked, nor do I want any political 

endorsements, and I owe no political favors.  

My loyalty is  with the people of Torrance.   

This is your chance to elect individuals that 

will represent you.  No political puppets, no 

political favors.   Vote Aurelio Mattucci, a 

truly Independent candidate.

Omar Navarro: I really don’t think the 

current city administration has done well.  I 

think the current insiders in city are not 

accountable and not transparent enaough 

with the constituents within the city. They 

avoid major issues like Pensions which can 

bring this city into a financial calapse and 

bankruptcy. They also don’t focus on other 

issues like fixing the streets and other major 

issues. I would like to see more accountability 

and transperency and less insiders that run 

our great city we also need more diversity in 

the city council the Latino community is not 

represented on the council and I plan to be 

the first Latino/Hispanic to get elected and 

represent a growing community.

Clint Andrew Paulson:  I think we have a 

lot of good people in our current city admin-

istration and they have done a lot of positive 

things to move the city forward.  That being 

said, I would not have entered this race if 

I didn’t feel I could offer the voters some-

thing more.  At one of our recent forums, a 

sitting councilmember was asked how they 

saw their role as a councilmember.  What I 

understood from the response given was that 

this person would hire key city administra-

tion officials such as the city manager and 

then rely on them to manage the day to day 

affairs of the city.  I got the impression this 

person saw themselves more as a figurehead.  

Someone that would be there to take a photo 

at the next ribbon cutting ceremony, but not 

necessarily someone that would be engaged 

in the nuts and bolts of running the city.   

That’s where I differ.   If elected, I want to 

be completely engaged and involved in the 

nuts and bolts as much as possible.  I think 

the current council relies too heavily upon 

the City Manger to set the course of the 

city.  This is evidenced by the City Council 

approving 499 of approximately 500 motions 

brought before them in 2013.  I don’t want 

the City Council to be nothing more than 

a rubber stamp of the City Manager.   The 

City Manager should execute according to 

the vision the City Council sets for the city, 

not the other way around. 

Geoffrey Rizzo:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Alex M. See:  The current city administra-

tion has done an outstanding job of ensuring 

that our essential city services and quality of 

life for our residents was maintained during 

a recession in our city.  I would continue to 

ensure that our police and fire departments 

have the resources necessary to provide 

first-class services to our residents and that 

we invest in rehabilitating and replacing 

our aging infrastructure and water mains.  

Current Councils and economy develop-

ment department have done a tremendous 

job of attracting more business to the city 

and brings more jobs to our community.   

However, I believe in the sustainability of 

small business and helping those businesses 

thrive as they bring revenue and jobs into 

the community.   As a local business owner, 

I know how frustrating the delays can be 

when trying to start a new venture.   I will 

work with businesses, residents and staff to 

remove unnecessary barriers that  impede 

economic growth, and provide a stable and 

predictable business-friendly environment.  

And continue to improve our business center 

and make Torrance the first destination for 

any business or company.     

Norm “Opa” Segal:  I would give the cur-

rent City Council, to include the Mayor, very 

high marks.  They have been super business-

friendly and have run balanced budgets.   

They have probably addressed the Pension 

problem as well as any other municipalty 

has.   I am very sad to see Mr. Scotto leave 

his position.   He will be missed.  I would 

like to see the Council continue the efforts 

to attract and retain high quality businesses 

in the City.   I would like the new Council 

to take action to trim the city’s employee 

count.   I don’t think that a city of 150,000 

should have almost 1,700 employees.   This 

trimming would include all levels of man-

agement.   The only untouchables would be 

police (sworn officers) and fire.   Trimming 

the employee count would also help with 

the pension issue.

Charlotte Ann Svolos:  Overall the current 

administration has done a good job. Due to 

economics, capital improvements and non-vital 

services had to be cut. We also took some 

actions that I do not believe we should have. 

We played favorites in business in the name 

of revitalizing downtown. We took property 

and relocated a business just to sell the 

property and build apartments which are just 

now being completed some two years later. 

This was a poor use of time and money at 

a time when we did not have it to spare. As 

we begin to recover, I would like to look at 

whether we simply restore programs or use 

the opportunity to innovate. I want to return 

a Fourth of July celebration to Torrance but 

I think considering cost effective alternatives 

is wise. Perhaps we host a smaller fair and a 

laser light as opposed to a regular fireworks 

display. We should also consider doing this 

in conjunction with a corporate sponsor. To 

solve the downtown parking problem we 

could work with Wells Fargo to create a 

parking structure where their lot currently 

sits or discuss a valet parking program with 

a private enterprise. Many solutions are out 

there if we only have the courage to seek 

them instead of doing things the same old 

way. We need someone who is not an an 

insider to bring these ideas but also someone 

who still possesses leadership skills. I believe 

I am that individual.

John Paul Tabakian:  The current ad-

ministration has not done a good job. Past 

incompetent financial policies coddled union 

bosses, to the point where our city, like many 

others in the state, is under real threat of 

bankruptcy. Some candidates gloat that Tor-

rance has never missed a pension payment. 

Awesome! I appreciate our commitment 

every time I drive into a pothole! Is that 

why some candidates are floating parking 

meter installations? Torrance Police and 

Torrance Fire Department endorsements do 

not mean that the candidate supports public 

safety. It means that the candidate will do 

the bidding of union bosses. Some union 

blessed candidates are floating a .25% sales 

tax. Why? Greater pension obligations! When 

candidates say people have to pay more for 

protection, I am reminded of mafia hoods 

extorting money from good citizens. When 

did Torrance become a mafia town? I refuse 

to allow Torrance constituents to be held 

hostage. The foundation of our problems 

is our pension and benefit obligations to 

legacy employees. We must place every 

employee on the same even playing field. 

Union backed candidates define benefit pack-

ages as a sacred covenant comparable to the  

10 Commandments. If you vote for these 

people, then add an 11th Commandment: 

“Thou city shall face economic collapse.” Just 

ask Azusa, Stockton, Bell, and El Segundo 

(very soon).

Kurt Weideman:  Torrance is a well-run 

City; the residents appreciate it and are proud 

to live here.  This was confirmed during 

the preparation of the latest Strategic Plan, 

whereby data was gathered from the com-

munity via statistically valid telephone surveys 

and community focus groups.  The citizens 

of Torrance feel that their city leaders are 

doing a good job and we’re moving in the 

right direction.  But it’s not just the residents 

that recognize the value and experience of 

the current city administration – outside, 

independent agencies measure Torrance 

against other cities of the same size: Tor-

rance consistently ranks in the top 5% in 

Los Angeles County as a “Business Friendly” 

City.  Torrance is ranked in the Top Ten for 

“Livability” in many nationwide surveys of 

similar sized cities. Torrance regularly ranks 

as one of the “Safest” cities in the United 

States.  Torrance is the third largest generator 

of Sales Tax revenue in Los Angeles County.  

I believe that I have the experience and 

leadership qualifications for what Torrance 

needs to continue to move forward.

Mayor Scotto believes it  
takes a “coalition” of people in 
city government to make things 

happen.  Do you agree?  If  
so, what relationships would  

you like to forge? 
Heidi Ashcraft:  I do believe it takes a 

“coalition” of people in city government to 

make things happen.  I’ve seen businesses 

struggling to “stay alive” with many having 

to close their doors in Torrance.  I believe a 

strong partnership with the Torrance Chamber 

of Commerce and the enhancement of the 

Economic Development Department would 

be extremely beneficial to both the busi-

ness community and the city.  Fran Fulton 

in the Economic Development Department 

has done an excellent job reaching out and 

helping business to flourish in Torrance but 

she needs help to expand this effort.  Also, 

the partnering with residents who want to 

be involved with volunteering by serving the 

city in the many areas which are available, 

such as commissions, the libraries, schools, 

police department, Bartlett Center, Torrance 

Historical Museum, Madrona Marsh, Farmer’s 

Market, just to name a few, is essential to 

“make things happen”.  The  strength of 

Torrance is found in the volunteering spirit 

found in its amazing residents.

Tim Goodrich:  Yes, I believe it takes a 

coalition of people to make things happen. 

This is why, if elected, one of my three priori-
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ties will be open and transparent government. 

To me, this means including more people in 

the process of government.  I firmly believe 

that the best way for Torrance to remain 

competitive in the coming years is to forge 

relationships with our residents, solicit their 

feedback, and get them involved. This way, 

we’ll be able to make decisions that not 

only consider residents’ concerns, but also 

utilize the expertise that exists amongst our 

population.  As evidence to my commitment 

to forging relationships with our residents, 

my campaign includes more Torrance donors 

than any other candidate and also has a large 

number of first time campaign donors and 

volunteers.

Michael Griffiths:  No one person can 

make something happen at Torrance City 

Hall by themselves. So, yes, I would agree 

with the Mayor that it takes a ‘coalition’ to 

get things done. At a minimum, it will take 

the majority of the Council to make some-

thing happen. The Mayor and City Council 

will often be required to act as “promoters 

of ideas”, and must work to get staff, the 

public, the business community, other City 

organizations, and other council members 

to get behind an issue to be able to enact a 

change. The Mayor and Councilmembers, and 

therefore myself as a City Councilmember, 

would need to build relationships in all these 

areas. And to take it a step further, at times, 

it is necessary to go outside of the area to 

build relationships including Sacramento and 

in Washington DC with our elected repre-

sentatives there. This type of promotion of 

ideas is no different than what I had to do 

as a business owner to be able to grow my 

business or to close a big sale. Whether it 

was working with a finance department, or 

trying to convince a customer and their staff 

to proceed with a project, promoting ideas 

is a required skill, and working with all the 

people involved is critical to success.

Milton Herring:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline. 
Rahmat H. Khan:  Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Leilani A. Kimmel-Dagostino:  It does 

take a “coalition” of people in city gov-

ernment to make things happen. People 

in different departments have connections 

and skills outside of government that can 

be cross utilized. Management and union 

personnel need to understand what it takes 

to accomplish a task and what resources 

might be needed. The City participates in 

the Leadership Torrance program sponsored 

by the Chamber of Commerce. This helps to 

foster business relationships and non-profit 

opportunities. Many City Commissioners 

participate in the ExxonMobil Citizens Advi-

sory Panel and act as judges in the Beat the 

Odds Scholarship Program and the selection 

of the Youth Council. The Youth Council 

and the Community Services department 

often have joint activities with the senior 

population. The Torrance Fire Department 

offers a free CERT training class. The Com-

munity Emergency Response Team, Disaster 

Service Volunteers, Torrance Amateur Radio 

Association, and Animal Disaster Team aid 

the City in disaster preparation. The Torrance 

Police Department offers a “Seniors Don’t 

Be Scammed” lecture series, a Partners in 

Policing Class, and Neighborhood Watch 

Program. Volunteers are the life blood of 

the community and Torrance is lucky to 

have a vibrant community of unpaid help-

ers who are recognized during volunteers’ 

month. However, I would like to see more 

cooperation and activities with the Torrance 

schools. If we engage our youth at an early 

age, they can become our leaders of Torrance 

for tomorrow.

Ryan H. Mand:   Answer not submitted 

by deadline. 
Aurelio Mattucci:  That is only true if by 

“coalition” you mean pushing  the Mayor’s 

candidates into power.  I’m just tired of our 

politicians pushing their own people into of-

fice.   I personally believe city hall in itself 

works no differently than any major company.  

You must always make sure that all depart-

ments properly communicate, offer a career 

and not just a job,  and make sure that  city 

employees have a clear understanding of 

the City’s vision.   What is more important 

is that we build relationships with residents 

and business owners.  City Hall must become 

a working partner in people’s lives and not 

just another obstacle.  Stop electing City Hall 

insiders and you will see the positive changes 

you’ve been hoping for.  Vote Aurelio Mat-

tucci, a truly Independent candidate.

Omar Navarro: I agree with that we need to  

establish relationships to get things to happen 

but at the same time we cannot compromise 

our commitment to the community and not 

forget about the Tax Payers in our community 

becasue they are the most important.

Clint Andrew Paulson: I think City 

Council should solicit input from as many 

organizations and people as possible prior to 

making significant decisions.   Right now, I 

think too many decisions are being made in 

a vacuum behind closed doors at City Hall.  

In today’s world, there are many ways to get 

the community more engaged in the process.  

I would like to see a website created where 

significant upcoming issues are displayed 

with arguments for and against.   An online 

poll could be posted and the public given the 

opportunity to express their opinion.   The 

City Council would then have the invaluable 

input of the people prior to voting on key 

decisions.  The most important relationship 

I would like to forge is the one the City 

Council should have with the voters.   To 

do that, we need more community outreach 

soliciting input prior to making big decisions. 

Geoffrey Rizzo: Answer not submitted 

by deadline.

Alex M. See:  Torrance is a well-balanced 

community for one reason only, because of 

the quality of our residents.   Having the 

privilege to serve on a variety of commu-

nity organizations like the Torrance Unified 

School District (TUSD) Bonds Independent 

Citizens’ Oversight Committee or the Board 

of Managers of the Torrance Southbay YMCA 

has made me realize how important citizen 

involvement is in community matters.  As a 

city councilman, I want to create an open door 

policy for the residents to present their ideas 

and solutions for improving our city.  With 

the large number of recent transplants into the 

City, many who are from foreign countries, I 

would like to create a “Hospitality Committee” 

to make the newest residents feel welcome 

in their new home.   Torrance is constantly 

evolving and as the demographics continue 

to shift, it is essential that we maintain and 

forage relationships with our new neighbors 

so they can come to understand the unique 

charm and history of this big city town.

Norm “Opa” Segal: Coalition Schmoali-

tion.  It simply takes 4 out of the 7 members 

of the Council to agree on an issue.  The City 
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managers and chiefs work for the City and 

take orders from the elected Council.   We 

should not have to baby the City employees 

to do their jobs.   Is this a tough approach 

or is this just common sense?   In private 

industry you do not need a coalition to get 

the work done.   

Charlotte Ann Svolos:  I do believe it  

takes a coalition to make government work.  

I want working relationships with all 

stakeholder groups in Torrance. We need the 

Torrance Chamber of Commerce to help fill 

empty store fronts and empty warehouse spaces. 

We need the Torrance Performing Arts Center 

groups to drive tourism and visitation to our 

city. We need Homeowners Associations and 

Citizen Advocacy groups to be the eyes and 

ears of the public and report what is being 

done well and alert us of shortfalls. We need 

employee organizations to make sure to take 

care of those who cut our grass, keep our 

streets clean and respond to our emergencies 

when they occur. We vitally depend on our 

City Manager to keep council informed on day 

to day operations. We need our commissions 

to investigate and be experts in each of their 

tasked duties. These are a few examples of 

the relationships I would seek to foster.

John Paul Tabakian:   Some candidates 

believe that keeping a chair warm on a 

committee or commission, entitles them to a 

seat on the City council. The best candidate 

is someone who exemplifies public service, 

as a record of action and not talk. Promoting 

your academic credentials for vocational trade 

programs means nothing, if the institution 

(SoCalROC), is slated to close. Good one! 

Just because a candidate attends ribbon 

cutting ceremonies, does not mean they had 

a hand in starting the business. Coalitions 

are not only important within a city, but 

also throughout the state and country. “All 

Politics May Be Local,” but partnerships 

extend beyond cities, districts, states, and 

even nations. I am the wildcard candidate 

who has served on academic and vocational 

trade advisory boards throughout the state. 

My goal is to forge new relationships and 

strengthen the ones I currently maintain: (1) 

Academic and vocational trade boards to foster 

economic development; (2) Local, state, and 

federal bureaucracies to foster government 

relationships; and (3) Private and public 

entity coalition building for commercial and 

industrial investments. I am the candidate 

who leads by action and not by talk.

Kurt Weideman: Torrance succeeds, grows 

and flourishes because the whole community 

is actively involved in forging the present 

and future direction of the City. Business, 

residents and city government comprise 

the three legs of the stool that make things 

“happen”.  The active participation of these 

groups in our civic, educational, economic and 

cultural activities provides for an enriching 

environment that assures the high quality of 

life enjoyed by our citizens.  I am currently a 

member of the Ad Hoc Committee for Citizen 

Development and Enrichment.  This body 

has recently forged a Joint Use Agreement 

between the City of Torrance and TUSD 

with regards to sharing of resources that 

enables both entities to save money.  This is 

but one example of the kind of relationship 

that works and furthers the quality of life in 

our community.  As your City Councilman, I 

will work to see that the above relationships 

continue to be strengthened and enhanced.

Thank you Candidates!•

Vandalism  4/13/2014 7:00:00 AM  19300 

BLOCK STURGESS DR 

Suspect(s) scratches victim’s vehicle’s paint

Battery-Simple  4/12/2014 4:55 PM  3900 

BLOCK 226TH ST 

Suspect repeatedly pushes victim, causing 

her to fall to the ground

Vandalism  4/12/2014 9:15:00 AM  20500 

BLOCK ANZA AVE 

Suspect(s) scratches victim’s vehicle’s paint

Burglary-Residential  4/11/2014 8:29:44 

PM  5600 BLOCK TOWERS ST 

Suspect(s) attempts to kick in door/ no 

entry, no loss

Burglary-Commercial  4/12/2014 8:00:00 

AM  2600 BLOCK 182ND ST 

Suspect(s) attempts to pry open door then 

takes property from building’s exterior/sur-

veillance cameras

Battery-Simple  4/11/2014 9:00 AM  23700 

BLOCK CAMINO DEL SOL

Suspect punches victim in the mouth

Burglary-Auto  4/11/2014 12:30:00 AM  

2200 BLOCK 236TH ST 

Suspect(s) enters unlocked vehicle and 

takes property/tablet

Vandalism  4/11/2014 1:40:00 PM  AVIS 

AVE & EMERALD ST 

Suspect(s) breaks side mirror on victim’s 

parked vehicle

Theft  4/10/2014 3:02:00 PM  21800 

BLOCK HAWTHORNE BLVD

Suspect(s) takes property from victim’s 

wallet after she forgets it in the restroom/cash

Burglary-Residential  4/14/2014 10:00:00 

PM  2800 BLOCK ALBERTA ST 

Suspect(s) removes screen, pushes open 

window for entry and takes property/ tablet, 

watch, cash

Description

Vandalism  4/9/2014 12:59:00 AM  22900 

BLOCK KATHRYN AVE 

Suspect(s) throws beer bottle at victim’s 

window, damaging same/ no entry, no loss

Auto Theft  4/9/2014 6:00:21 AM  4600 

BLOCK MAYOR DR 

Stolen vehicle: ‘98 Ford van

Burglary-Residential  4/9/2014 8:45:00 

AM  17900 BLOCK AMIE AVE 

Suspect(s) removes window for entry, 

removes interior doors, paints doors black, 

tags walls, removes and damages heating 

unit and takes property from residence under 

construction/ water heater

Vandalism  4/8/2014 3:54 PM  2900 

BLOCK SEPULVEDA BLVD

Suspect slams victim’s vehicle with his 

skateboard, causing damage

Theft  4/8/2014 3:40 PM 4 300 BLOCK 

EMERALD ST 

Suspect(s) cuts lock and takes property 

from utility cabinet/batteries

Vandalism  4/8/2014 2:00 PM  1900 

BLOCK DEL AMO BLVD 

Suspect(s) scratches victim’s vehicle’s paint

Theft  4/8/2014 2:13:21 PM  18100 BLOCK 

CRENSHAW BLVD

Suspect takes victim’s wallet following 

argument over their traffic collision

Burglary-Commercial  4/14/2014 6:30:00 

PM  2300 BLOCK PLAZA DEL AMO 

Suspect(s) forces hinges on shed-1 doors 

and removes roof panels on shed-2 for entry 

and takes property/floor buffer, camping 

equipment

Auto Theft  4/8/2014 11:00:00 AM  20800 

BLOCK ANZA AVE 

Stolen vehicle: ‘13 Chevrolet Tahoe

Burglary-Residential  4/8/2014 8:00:00 

PM  2800 BLOCK OLIVE ST 

Suspect(s) removes window from frame 

for entry, ransacks and takes property/ game 

console, laptop

Vandalism  4/7/2014 3:20 PM  2200 

BLOCK CARSON ST 

Suspect(s) smashes out window/ no entry, 

no loss

Burglary-Residential  4/7/2014 11:19:53 

PM  2800 BLOCK KNODE ST 

Suspect(s) pries off screen, pries open 

window, ransacks and takes property/ TV, 

jewelry box, jewelry, checkbook

Burglary-Auto  4/7/2014 5:00:00 AM  

300 BLOCK AMAPOLA AVE 

Suspect(s) enters vehicle by unknown 

means and takes property/ tools

Vandalism  4/7/2014 8:30:00 AM  3100 

BLOCK 186TH ST 

Suspect(s) scratches victim’s vehicle’s 

paint •

historically held by certificated and classi-

fied personnel and these were positions that 

we cut due to the economic hard times and 

now we are actually lobbying for them to be 

held by neither. I have a problem with that.”

Shankle advised the Board to be careful 

when determining the durations and meth-

ods of the extension. “If you do choose to 

continue with this program we firmly believe 

checks and balances are indeed needed,” said 

Shankle. “You need some firm guidelines in 

place that dictate where that money can be 

used as you have before and you need to set 

another sunset date.” 

Eagle Education Alliance President Donna 

Perkins-Mooney spoke for a number of 

parents in support of the measure. She said 

the teachers her group has funded to bring 

to Anza Elementary have had a huge impact 

in improving student learning. “All we need 

to do is look at the data to see that this pro-

gram has been wildly successful in serving 

the academic needs of Anza’s students,” said 

Perkins-Mooney. “There has been steady 

growth. Academic intervention has proven 

its value and a school like Anza would not 

be able to pay for these academic interven-

tion teachers. Where would the money come 

from? We would lose these teachers and es-

sentially lose this program and not be doing 

all we can to serve these students. We can 

raise money to play for supplies, but supplies 

don’t teach students, people do.”

Board member Micheal Wermers agreed 

that additional funding is necessary. He said 

that with the dire state of education funding 

in the state, the board must consider any 

method for increasing the resources available 

to students. “Until California is no longer 

forty-ninth out of fifty in school funding, I 

don’t feel we have a choice,” said Wermers. 

“We absolutely have to do this. I couldn’t 

agree more with Ms. Shankle for one about 

the sunsetting, and for another we have to 

be careful we don’t supplant positions, but 

right now at forty-ninth in funding we are 

barely paying for paper. So until we change 

that we almost have to [continue] this.”

Board president Mark Steffen disagreed. 

His argument was that allowing communi-

ties to support individual schools sets the  

district up for a conflict of haves versus 

have-nots. “One assumption I have is in 

this country public education is the great 

equalizer. It allows any person to go into a 

classroom with a professional and come out 

with a chance of succeeding,” said Steffen. 

“The other assumption is people from a lower 

socio-economic status do not do as well on 

any measure as people from a higher socio-

economic status. I’m not trying to start class 

warfare, but it’s a statistic and it’s true, it’s 

a question we’ve been asking over the years 

. . . how do we get a level playing field? 

Unfortunately, right or wrong, money is the 

way we’ve done this. “

Steffen described Hawthorne Boulevard as 

a 100-meter dash with a student in Lennox 

starting at the starting line and a student in 

Palos Verdes starting closer to the finish line. 

He said that programs like Title I funding are 

part of the public school system’s way of getting 

these two metaphorical runners closer to the 

same starting point, but that allowing this kind 

of fundraising skews that system. “We have 

seven schools that raised $272,000 and that’s 

amazing, that’s fantastic. Title I funding for 

next year is estimated at $363,000 for all our 

Title I schools. Seven schools raised two-thirds 

of the money the whole federal government 

is going to give the same amount of schools 

on the other side,” said Steffen. “It’s negating 

what Title I is doing to give [those kids] a 

chance. We have to recognize that those kids 

need that extra boost.”

Board member Don Lee took a different 

stance. He agreed that rampant inequality is 

harmful to the district and that he would like 

to see successful schools lend their expertise 

to schools that bring in fewer donations. 

However, he argued that creating an equal 

opportunity for fundraising was enough to keep 

the program from being inherently biased. “I 

share a lot of those same concerns,” said Lee. 

“This is an opportunity-based process. It’s an 

opportunity and as long as everyone gets that 

opportunity then I think we can go forward. 

We can’t put the genie back in that bottle. 

If there’s a huge disparity in three years . . 

. then it’s incumbent on us to revisit this.” •

School Board  from front page
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Not Just a Game
By Adam Serrao

Most fans of the Los Angeles Dodgers 

know the player named Yasiel Puig as a young 

vibrant right-gielder who has indescribable 

talent, but has yet to conceptualize all of the 

rules of the game. While Puig is a treat for us 

as fans to go out and watch at the ballpark, 

there is much more to the 23-year-old Cuban 

defector than meets the eye. Sure, he has 

presented the Dodgers’ organization and Don 

Mattingly with their share of challenges already 

in his young professional baseball career, but 

the challenges that have faced Yasiel Puig 

in his journey to America far outweigh the 

fundamentals of the game of baseball. 

It’s just as if it’s out of a movie. The tale of 

Yasiel Puig involves many late-night meetings 

and plots to escape the island of Cuba, a 

speedboat ride done stealthily in the middle 

of the night, weeks held up in a Mexican 

motel and many drug smugglers forcing 

Puig to sign a contract that would ensure 

they receive 20 percent of the baseball star’s 

future earnings as a price for his freedom. 

J.J Abrams couldn’t have written up a better 

script for an upcoming summer blockbuster, 

only this would-be bestseller is reality for 

both Puig and many other non-high-profile 

Cubans who wish to gain a share of freedom 

for themselves. Puig is just the latest and 

most high-profile case detailed in both Los 
Angeles Magazine and ESPN The Magazine 

investigative stories that detail his route out 

of Cuba and into Major League Baseball 

and a $42 million contract. 

Extorting Cuban baseball players like Puig 

is becoming an ever-increasing practice among 

shady characters in third-party countries 

nowadays. Like Puig, many Cuban-born 

baseball players cannot attain their own 

freedom and so must smuggle themselves, 

or find someone to smuggle them, out of the 

country. With enormous talent like Puig’s, 

there is an ever-increasing market for these 

young, talented baseball players in America. 

Under MLB rules, however, Cubans fleeing 

directly to America would not be considered 

“professional” and would have to partake in 

the amateur draft, thus making it necessary 

for the player to work his way up through the 

entire minor league system with whichever 

team chooses to draft him. Fleeing to a third 

country like Mexico allows the player to 

become a free agent and sell his talents to 

the highest bidder, thus landing an exorbitant 

contract similar to that of Puig’s. Those 

exorbitant contracts, however, raise the 

eyebrows of smugglers who look to benefit 

from them in whatever way possible. 

According to reports, now that Puig has 

gained his freedom and made it to America as 

a professional baseball player, he now owes a 

Miami businessman and small-time criminal 

20 percent of all of his future earnings after 

the man orchestrated Puig’s escape from Cuba 

to Mexico’s eastern coast with the help of a 

Mexican drug cartel. Puig was held against 

his will at an island off the coast of Mexico, 

according to reports, until a rival ring, hired 

by the same Miami businessman, executed a 

late-night raid to get Puig safely to Mexico 

City. While there, he was granted residency 

by the Mexican government and later signed 

his contract with the Los Angeles Dodgers. 

“If it’s true, it’s a wild story,” Mattingly 

said. “I’m sure it’s like all of the other guys 

coming out of there also. I’ll bet Yasiel’s 

no different than anyone else out of Cuba.”

It’s scary to think about the danger that 

these Cuban-born athletes (and non-athletes 

alike) put themselves through for a chance at 

freedom--an idea that we here in America may 

take for granted on a daily basis. “If you care 

about Yasiel, you worry about it,” Mattingly 

said. “There’s some serious stuff that he has to 

deal with.” If you ask Puig, though, he wants 

to keep all of the focus simply on his team 

and the game of baseball. “I’m represented on 

this matter and I’m only focused on being a 

productive teammate and helping the Dodgers 

win games,” Puig explained. “I feel normal,” 

he continued. “I’m focusing on baseball and 

I’m giving my best for my team so things 

go well on the field with the preparation 

I’ve had, so those things that are happening 

don’t torment me.” Mattingly has said that 

Puig will be given all of the support that he 

needs by the club and that his team will be 

his best support group. So far this season, 

Puig is batting .235 with one home run and 

12 hits in 14 games (51 at-bats). 

Other than his remarks about baseball 

and being there for his team, Puig has been 

ominously silent on the actual accounts of 

his harrowing escape from Cuba and arrival 

in the United States. Given the supposed 

details, it is understandable that Puig just 

wouldn’t want to recall or bring such events 

back into focus. His escape from Cuba was 

only successful on his fifth attempt. His 

salary as a Cuban baseball player was $17 

a month. With all taken into account and put 

into perspective, Puig’s delight in partaking 

in an American lifestyle doesn’t seem as 

bad as maybe once it originally did. Hitting 

the cutoff man may not be such a big deal 

anymore. If Yasiel Puig’s story can teach us 

all one thing, it should be to be thankful for 

our freedom and not to take for granted what 

we have in our lives every day. The great 

thing about sports is that central figures like 

Yasiel Puig can remind us all to be thankful 

on a day-in and day-out basis. 

– Adam Serrao - Asixlion@earthlink.net •

Rivalries Living Up to Hype
By Adam Serrao

The Torrance Tartars have had a seemingly 

tough schedule towards the middle of the season 

this year, jumping right into rivalry games even  

before league play had a chance to get started. 

The Tartars showed their strength by defeating the  

West High Warriors two weeks ago by a final 

score of 11-1. While that victory was dominant, 

however, Torrance knew that there would be many  

more close and heated games to come. Last week at  

South High in Torrance, those close and heated 

games began against the South High Spartans. 

The first game between Torrance and South 

to open up league play for both teams this year 

wasn’t a spectacle on the scoreboard, but it was 

an interesting game for pure baseball enthusiasts. 

A pitchers’ duel in the most unadulterated 

sense, both Kyle Smith of Torrance and Matt 

Mogollon of South went at each other last 

Wednesday afternoon at South. Mogollon and 

Smith are two of the most highly touted pitchers 

in the Pioneer League, and maybe the entire 

area, this year. That fact certainly showed, as 

each team remained scoreless through six full 

innings of play. It came down to the seventh 

inning when Mogollon was finally hit and gave 

up two runs at the hands of junior JD Kruger 

and senior Tyler Martizia to give the Tartars 

their lead and ultimately the 2-0 victory on the 

day. Smith was brilliant for Torrance, giving 

up just one hit and one walk while striking 

out seven. Mogollon dazzled in his own right, 

striking out nine opposing batters and giving 

up just four hits and two walks on two runs to 

give the Tartars bragging rights in round one. 

Round two came down to the bats of the two  

teams, as it should have with the two ace pitchers 

having already gone in the series. After being held  

scoreless and almost hitless in the first game of 

the two-game set, the Spartans got all of their 

frustrations out in the first inning of this one. 

“We had to have it,” South head coach Grady 

Sain explained. “We felt good about how we 

played at our place. We just ran into a darn 

good pitcher. We felt if we made a couple of 

adjustments, we’d be okay.” Those adjustments 

came early on, as back-to-back-to-back singles 

by Kyle Henmi, Kawika Hubbell and Taylor 

Carmona led off the game and were followed by 

an RBI single by David Popovich and back-to-

back RBI groundouts by JB Guyton and Matt 

Mavrosakis to give South a 3-0 lead in just the 

first inning. The Spartans were held scoreless 

for the rest of the game and were left hoping 

that those three runs would be enough with 

starting pitcher Drake Pingel on the mound. 

Sean Trevino led the comeback attempt for 

Torrance in the third inning when he singled 

and eventually came around to score to cut 

South’s lead to 3-1. Ryan Eastburn was the 

next player to make some noise for Torrance, 

coming off of the bench in the sixth inning for 

head coach Ollie Turner to rip an RBI double 

to cut the South lead to 3-2. The seventh 

inning was the final chance to tie things up 

for Torrance when Michael Strosnsider came 

through with a two-out pinch-hit single for 

the Tartars. Turner put in pinch-runner David 

Aros, who later stole second base and made his 

way to third after a passed ball. Sain relied on 

Pingel the whole way through, however, and 

his starter got himself out of the jam with a 

pop-up out to end the game, securing the win 

for South at Kendall Field last Friday night.       

“We weren’t coming off this field without the 

W,” said South’s Sam Camacho, in what was  

South’s 13th win of the season (13-6,1-1) to pull  

into a tie for second place in the Pioneer League  

with the split series. “We made a couple of outs on  

the bases that could have been avoided,” Turner 

explained. “But it didn’t come down to one 

play. We had our chances.” Torrance (11-8, 1-1) 

will face off against the first place El Segundo 

Eagles next in a series of two games that should 

certainly determine who will hold first place 

positioning going into the month of May. 

North High
The North High Saxons have gotten off to a 

relatively slow start this season, but are hoping 

to turn their fate around in league play. This 

year’s league play started off with a two-game 

matchup with the Lawndale Cardinals. After 

a close 2-1 loss in the first game of the set at 

Lawndale, the Saxons were able to rebound 

in game two at home. Starting pitcher Owen 

Canady was one big reason for that rebound 

game, as the staff ace threw a complete game 

four-hitter while striking out seven in the 

Pioneer League win. Armando Rodriguez was 

two for three with a double and an RBI for 

host North High while Nicholas Murphy was 

a huge spark on offense for the Saxons (8-9, 

2-2), going two for two with two RBIs. The 

Saxons will move on to go up against South 

High in order to try to make up some ground 

in a tight Pioneer League this year. 

West High
Now that a horrific beginning of the season 

is way in the past for the West High Warriors, 

they have focused on simply winning against 

their Bay League opponents. First up for the 

Warriors was Mira Costa. In a two-game sweep 

against their league rival Mustangs, West 

dominated with a 7-1 win on the road at Mira 

Costa in game one and came home with a 3-2 

win in the finale. The Mustangs jumped out to 

an early two-run lead in the top of the second 

inning, but the Warriors (9-9, 2-0) were able to 

rally with two in the fifth and one in the sixth 

to take their second league victory in a row. 

Palos Verdes Peninsula is up next for West. 

Adam Serrao - Asixlion@earthlink.net

Harry’s &  
McCoy’s Moving

Free Estimates

Family Owned & Operated for 66 Years

Time starts at your door

Free use of boxes & wardrobes

Short notice moves

Home-Office-Apartments

Local and Long Distance

Licensed & Insured – CAL-T-160-989

310.329.3493

   “Moving handled 
  with patience 
      and kindness!”
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Business Briefs
Andy and Renee’s  

24th Annual Dylanfest

Torrance Chamber of Commerce 
Network At Noon Luncheon

Emergency Preparedness Workshop 
Well-Attended in Torrance

South Bay Regional 
Spring Mixer

New Merle Norman Spa 
Opens at Torrance Crossroads

Enjoying the business networking are (L to R) Stephanie Yee, Convention Services & Catering Manager from the DoubleTree by Hilton 
Torrance – South Bay, Charlotte Melsh, Director of Sales and Marketing from Palos Verdes Bowl and Milli McFadden, Marketer from 
the Costco Marketing.

The BALEENkitchen’s efficient staff included (L to R) Taylor Hill, Keith Wheatly, Director of Food & Beverage Poyan Shahmirzadi, Ashley 
Thompson, Nick Viera, Sous Chef Tristen Montalvo and Executive Chef Richard Crespin. Photos by Charlene Nishimura.

Milton and Cinda Herring get ready for the Network At Noon luncheon event sponsored by the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce.

The Portofino Hotel & Marina’s picturesque BALEENkitchen, located at 260 Portofino 

Way in Redondo Beach was the site of this month’s Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce’s 

Network At Noon event. For future chamber event info, please visit www.torrancechamber.com. 

Congresswoman Maxine Waters successfully held an Emergency Preparedness workshop for the city of Torrance on April 12th. She is 
shown (L to R) with Michael Rock, City Manager, Lomita, CA; Veronica Verde, External Affairs Officer, FEMA; Tom Bryan, Community 
Disaster Education Chairman, American Red Cross; Congresswoman Maxine Waters (CA-43); Mona Bontty, Regional Administrator, 
California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services; and Soraya Sutherlin, Emergency Services Coordinator, Torrance Police Department. 

Merle Norman & Spa Owner Melinda Fox is flanked by her father-in-law Guy Fox and husband William Fox. Photo by Charlene Nishimura.

A new Merle Norman & Spa has opened in the Torrance Crossroads, located at 24329 

Crenshaw Blvd., Suite D.  A Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce-sponsored ribbon cutting 

was held on March 27.  This will be the third Merle Norman location for Owner Melinda 

Fox who thanked her family and Partner Selina Ortega for making it all possible. •

The South Bay Regional Spring Mixer, hosted by the Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce, Hong Kong Association of Southern  
California and Harbor City/Harbor Gateway Chamber of Commerce was held on April 16 at the Holiday Inn in Torrance.  Along with lots 
of business networking, a special “Hong Kong: America’s Bridge to Asian Growth” feature presentation was given by Stella Poon, the 
Director of the Los Angeles Hong Kong Trade Development Council.  Also, U.S. Congresswoman Maxine Waters made time in her busy 
schedule to attend the evening’s event.  Pictured (L to R) are Torrance Area Chamber of Commerce Chairwoman of the Board Sherry 
Kramer, U.S. Congresswoman Maxine Waters and TACC President & CEO Donna Duperron. Photo by Charlene Nishimura.

Andy & Renee performing at Dylanfest. Photo by TerriAnn Ferren.

Andy and Renee’s 24th Annual Dylanfest is upon us once again and scheduled for Sunday, 

May 4, 2014 from noon to 8 p.m. at the Torrance Cultural Arts Center. For tickets and more 

information, access www.andyandrenee.com. Put on your tie-dye shirts and grab those love 

beads and join in the fun for a full day of Bob Dylan music. Peace.
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1  carton (4.2 ounces) Hungry Jack 
Original Hashbrown Potatoes

3 tablespoons cooking oil
6  slices American cheese, each slice cut 

into four quarters

6 large eggs
2 tablespoons bacon bits
1 tablespoon butter
Cooking spray
Salt

Heat oven to 425 F. Spray a 12-cup muffin pan with no-stick cooking spray. Fill 

hashbrowns carton to fill line with hot water. Let stand 12 minutes. Drain very well. 

Transfer potatoes to a mixing bowl and mix in the oil. Scoop potatoes into each 

muffin cup, forming a nest. Bake for 20 minutes. Remove from the oven. Beat eggs 

in a mixing bowl. Heat a large non-stick skillet. Melt the butter in the pan, and 

gently cook eggs over low heat, stirring constantly and breaking up any large curds. 

Cook eggs for 5 minutes, or until creamy and soft enough to easily scoop with a 

spoon. Season to taste with salt. Place two small cheese squares in the potato-lined 

muffin cup and top with about a tablespoon of the scrambled eggs. Sprinkle each 

muffin cup with bacon bits. Bake for 5 minutes or until cheese is melted. Gently 

run a butter knife around the edge of each muffin cup, to loosen. Allow nests to 

cool for 5 minutes, then remove from the pan and serve. •

Dine In
Take Out

Catering and  
Free Home Delivery

310-335-0066
202 A. East Imperial Ave.
El Segundo, CA 90245

LARGE PIZZA
with 1 topping

$1099 Plus Tax • Limited Time 

$2 Beers
Tuesday and Wednesday nights

El Segundo 

Now Open 

Sundays
Catering Available

VALENTINO  S
Pizza, Pasta & More

“A Taste of Brooklyn”

1 LARGE 16” PIZZA
with one topping

$1199

2 MEDIUM 14” PIZZA
with one topping

$1599
Plus Tax. Extra toppings additional cost. No substitutions, please. 

Please mention coupon when ordering. One per customer. 

Expires 5/08/14

Plus Tax. Extra toppings additional cost. No substitutions, please. 

Please mention coupon when ordering. One per customer. 

Expires 5/08/14

EL SEGUNDO
150 S Sepulveda Blvd.

310-426-9494

MANHATTAN BEACH
976 Aviation Blvd. 

310-318-5959

Now Open Sundays
Ample 

Seating

DELIVERY IN LIMITED AREA AT BOTH LOCATIONS

bakery – imported groceries

italy – argentina – mexico – peru 

& other latin countries

BEEF
(ONION, OLIVES, EGG, 

BELL PEPPERS)

SPICY BEEF
(ONION, BELL PEPPERS, 

CHILE HABANERO)

CHICKEN
(ONION, 

BELL PEPPERS)

SPINACH
(ONION, MOZZARELLA 

CHEESE, BECHAMEL SAUCE)

POMO
(TOMATO, BASIL, 

MOZZARELLA CHEESE)

PEPPERONI
(PEPPERONI, MARINARA 

SAUCE, MOZZARELLA CHEESE)

CONTINENTALGOURMETMARKET.COM

TRY OUR ARGENTINIAN 

EMPANADAS! select from:

IN STORE  

PURCHASE ONLY. 

MINIMUM OF 

$20 OR MORE.

%
OFF!10

Please Present Coupon to Cashier
at either Lomita or Hawthorne

Market Locations.

lomita

25600 Narbonne Ave. (near PCH)
310.530.3213

hawthorne

12921 S. Prairie Ave. (near W. 129th St.)
310.676-5444

TWO LOCATIONS!

The New Time to Have Fun and 
Bond With Your Family: Breakfast

Ingredients

Directions

(BPT) - Families are always looking for new 

ways to celebrate and spend time together. 

Why not start your weekend off on the right 

foot with a little family time in the kitchen 

over a delicious hot breakfast?

Cooking in the kitchen is a great activity 

for families, including children of all ages. 

Consider the following ways you can get 

your children up and out of their nests each 

morning for fun family time together over a 

delicious breakfast:

• Little children - The youngest members 

of the family are excellent ingredient mixers 

and are really good at decorating the table. 

Give them a craft project to create a table 

placemat for each plate, or teach them how 

to fold the napkins in a pretty way.

• Older children - If you have kids in el-

ementary school, ask them to put their math 

skills to use in measuring ingredients for the 

meal. They can also pour the milk or juice 

drinks and put the finished breakfast meal 

on a plate in a decorative way for serving 

at the table.

• Teenagers - Ask your teenagers to be respon-

sible for cooking the food. Anything dealing  

with the stove or oven is their responsibility, 

and they should also keep an eye out for 

younger siblings getting too close.

• Parents - You are the overseers of the 

entire kitchen project. You get to determine 

the final menu, and make certain that all the 

breakfast foods will be prepared for serving 

at the same time so everyone can sit down 

and enjoy the meal together.

Once the food is ready and plated, have 

everyone sit down at the table together to 

enjoy the creation. Soon it will become a 

tradition that you celebrate your weekend 

breakfasts together as a family, creating fun 

memories for everyone.

As you begin your family breakfasts together, 

try the following fun recipe your kids will 

love. Hungry Jack Hashbrowns are used to 

create nests, with some eggs and cheese in the 

middle for a creative spring-themed breakfast 

dish. Hungry Jack Hashbrowns are ready to 

use, fully seasoned and cook perfectly crispy 

every time. They are made of 100 percent 

Idaho potatoes and do not require refrigeration. 

This recipe also can be used for a brunch if 

you are having company over. •

Hashbrown Nests with Eggs
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By TerriAnn Ferren

Most of the time, I have to visit a museum 

or an art gallery when I want to soak in 

outstanding examples of creative minds 

expressing themselves. But last week I visited 

with a South Bay artist in our midst whose home  

rivals any posh gallery anywhere. Cinthia 

Joyce, artist extraordinaire, opened her home 

and allowed me to experience her world. 

From the moment she opened the front door, 

I knew I was in for a treat. I was greeted by 

a huge 7.5-foot bronze sculpture entitled Atlas 
Upholding the Cosmos, completed two years ago 

in Cinthia’s studio, centered in the foyer. The 

statue stands majestically placed between two 

beautifully arched staircases. She told me that 

the model for the sculpture was Arthur Davis 

III, who is the twice number one acrobatic 

gymnast in the world. He has been on Dancing 
with the Stars and also worked for Cirque du 

Soleil. Although Davis’ body is depicted in the 

piece, the face is not his. Cinthia explained, 

“It was kind of an interesting project to do 

‘cuz it made you really think. I looked up 

everything about Atlas and he is not holding 

up the world--he is holding up the universe. 

And then you understand that we think it is 

the world. As an artist, how are you going to 

make it the universe when it is all around you? 

So they made it into a globe. So, I tried to 

make this sort of like a nebulous mass. Then 

the other confusing part as an artist is…if he’s 

holding up the universe, what is he standing 

on?” Food for thought is an understatement. 

As I turned around, I saw a piece entitled 

Le Femme and Cinthia told me, “Dr. Phil owns 

the first one. This one I just made out of my 

head. I had just finished traveling to Stanley 

Park in Vancouver and was by myself and it 

was a really hot day and I was sitting there in 

the park and they had these cedar trees and they 

had these really convoluted trunks and I was 

just so fascinated by them. They really, really 

held my attention.” Well, Cinthia proceeded to 

tell me that the cedar is used to make totem 

poles because they are bug and rot resistant, 

they resist disease, plus they are thousands 

of years old. When she got home and began 

sculpting, she noticed she was making the 

dress of Le Femme down to the ground and 

she realized she was making the roots of the 

cedar trees. “I was thinking of her as a symbol 

of femininity and all the good aspects of 

women--not all the things you see in the news 

in exploiting women--the gentleness, kindness, 

nurturing and sweetness and at the same time 

the strength, because nothing can knock this 

over,” Cinthia said. “Like the pyramid is the 

strongest shape and she is growing out of the 

ground like an ‘earth mother’ holding up who 

knows what on her shoulders. So I wanted to 

do an ode to femininity--a compliment to what 

true femininity is.” 

On the opposite corner in the foyer from La 
Femme sits the Madonna and Child, done eight 

years ago. There is a bird between the mother 

and child and that makes this sculpture unusual. 

The expression on the Madonna’s face is so 

different from that of the child. Truly lovely.

Next, Cinthia escorted me into a room to the 

right and my jaw dropped. The entire room was  

filled with paintings and sculptures, and beauty 

was everywhere. What I noticed about Cinthia’s 

work right away was the vast variety of not just  

her styles but her media. “I like to try it all out  

and I like abstracts, realism, animals and people,”  

she said. “Sometimes I’ll take the same model 

and I’ll sculpt one abstract and one in the 

realistic style of the same pose because it’s really 

interesting to me. Your brain completely changes 

directions.” It is a mood thing, she explained to 

me, and she said lots of things influence what 

she does. It could be a demonstration she is 

giving that brings her an idea, or an idea that 

comes from just working on a piece.

I asked Cinthia if she worked every day and 

she told me, “No, because unfortunately, the 

way life is, marketing art, paperwork, applying 

to shows, driving to shows, teaching, and also 

teaching private lessons [is a lot]. So I only 

get to do art twice a week, but it depends if I 

am working on a commission. Then I really 

work a lot on that.” Yes, you do. Then I asked 

if she has always wanted to be an artist and 

she told me a wonderful story: “I have always 

done art since I was a baby. My mom said 

when I was little, I’d lay down on a piece of 

fabric--I would draw around myself and I cut 

it out and I sewed it together and I wore it to 

the market! A dress. And I was only three years 

old. And I remember I was always painting and 

sculpting. I am a terrible doodler. I can’t go to 

a lecture without drawing all over my stuff.”

The hallways of Cinthia’s home are lined 

with her work and each room is personally 

painted by her in a color that suits her art. 

This very accomplished artist has treasures 

around every corner. I felt as if I truly was in 

a special museum and being escorted by the 

artist herself was beyond wonderful.

Inside the next very colorful room sat a 

horse, Spirit of the Wind, that looked as if he 

was going to gallop right across the wall. She 

explained to me that she sculpted this particular 

piece in wax and left holes intentionally so 

when you walk around it kind of, as Cinthia 

put it, “looks like the eye is really looking at 

you and I really wanted the idea of merging the 

wall behind it with color ties in it.” She also 

told me that the mood of the horse changes 

with the color of the wall behind the sculpture. 

There is art everywhere and I couldn’t 

possibly tell you about all of it, but her range 

is amazing. Sculpting lambs, horses, cows 

used in rodeos in Mexico, and surfers, not 

to mention her sculpted figures, this woman 

is quite multi-talented. When I asked about 

her painting, she smiled and told me, “I love 

using a whole lot of paint. I love just doing 

sensual…just squeezing straight out of the tube 

sometimes. Putting a ton on…it’s amazing 

doing abstract…sometimes it takes you just 

as long as doing a realistic painting ‘cuz you 

have to build up with layers. I don’t pre-design, 

I don’t sketch first and then do the painting 

‘cuz I get bored and then feel as it’s already 

done.” In one of Cinthia’s rooms that might 

be a den, she decided it needed some pictures, 

so she painted them. She finished the first one 

in one day and then painted the other one to 

complement it the next day. They not only 

balanced the room, but brought her unique 

color and inspiration into the room.

We then went into Cinthia’s art studio, which 

is a treasure. She has 60 works in progress. 

One such work is Joan of Arc. She told me 

she had read a book about Joan of Arc written 

by Mark Twain. “He’s actually the number 

one authority in the world on Joan of Arc. He 

wrote a book anonymously about her because 

he knew it would ruin his career--people wanted 

him to be funny. But he was totally fascinated 

with her and he went into the French archives-

-they actually had what her scribe wrote down. 

Everything down, it’s all there, all real and so 

I really got into it so that’s why Joan of Arc.” 

I had no idea Mark Twain was a historian. At 

the moment, the beautiful sculpture of Joan of 

Arc isn’t cast, but I hope it is done soon. That 

is one amazing piece. 

The Autry Museum often asks Cinthia to host 

demonstrations, which she graciously agrees 

to, and she has been tapped to sculpt awards 

and medallions for the Torrance Performing 

Arts Consortium and many public commissions 

including The Torrance Bridge Plaque, Peace 

Mandala, a bust of Dr. J. Milford Anholm for 

the Loma Linda University School of Dentistry, 

and many more credits much too lengthy to 

list here. To learn more about this artist or 

to commission a work, simply access www.

cinthiajoyce.com.

As I stood ‘gob-stopped’ in Cinthia Joyce’s 

studio, her husband Peter came in. I asked him 

how he likes being married to an artist and he 

smiled, looked at his bride and said, “It’s like 

living in an art gallery. Twenty-four years ago 

[when they moved into this home], she wanted 

one room for her studio. It’s morphed in a 

good way.” Indeed it has. As I walked out of 

the studio I saw a drawing pinned up on the 

wall and Cinthia told me her grandson Soren, 

age two and a half, drew that particular piece. 

She beamed and told me, “I have another one 

on the way--a granddaughter.” Somehow I can 

envision her grandchildren in her studio playing 

with all the clay and paint! Living in an art 

gallery would be great. But then I thought 

each of us has our own personal art gallery 

surrounding us every day. That is the example 

Cinthia Joyce brings to us all. 

Waving goodbye and making my way down 

the front steps, I was filled with awe at this 

beautiful, brilliant, bubbly artist who sees the 

world as a canvas waiting to be filled. Are we 

all artists of some sort? •

TerriAnn of Torrance
Sculpting with Passion

A closeup of “Atlas Upholding the Cosmos.” Photos by TerriAnn Ferren.

Cinthia shows off the tools of her trade.

The many sculptures-in-progress in Cinthia’s studio. Cinthia Joyce with her sculpture “La Femme,” which celebrates femininity.
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1-Naba Japanese Restaurant 20920 Hawthorne Blvd. 

American Tire 22940 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Anza Pacific Barber Salon 4330 Pacific Coast Highway 

Arco 23510 Crenshaw Blvd.

Arico Hallmark 3856 Sepulveda Blvd.

Artesian Car Wash 17500 Prairie Ave.

Barnes & Noble 21500 Hawthorne Blvd.

Benihana 21327 Hawthorne Blvd.

Billy’s Deli & Cafe 5160 W. 190th St.

Bottle Shop 2087 Torrance Blvd.

Buffalo Fire Department 1261 Cabrillo Ave.

Chamber Of Commerce 3400 Torrance Blvd.

Chase Bank 2549 P.C.H., Torrance 

Chateau Liquor 4545 W. Sepulveda Blvd.

Chinese Shanghai Restaurant 2880 P.C.H., Torrance

Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf 21300B Hawthorne Blvd. 

Cop-A-Tan 24231 Crenshaw Blvd.

Courtyard Torrance 1925 190th St. 

Cousin Vinny’s Cafe 5150 W. 190th St.

Creative Cuts Int’l. 21217 Hawthorne Blvd.

Crest Restaurant and Bar 1625 Cabrillo Ave.

CVS 1303 Sepulveda Blvd. 

Dee Hardison Gym 2400 Jefferson St.

Del Amo Car Wash  20505 Hawthorne Blvd.

Del Amo Professional Pharmacy 21320 Hawthorne Blvd.

Dino’s Burgers 1975 Torrance Blvd.

El Camino College 16007 Crenshaw Blvd.

El Pollo Inka 23705 Hawthorne Blvd.

Fox Drug of Torrance 1327 El Prado Ave. 

Frank’s Liquor 1601 Cabrillo Ave.

Froots 21219 Hawthorne Blvd. 

Griffith Adult Center 2291 Washington Ave. 

Hamilton Adult Center 2606 W. 182nd St. 

Hof’s Hut  23635 Crenshaw Blvd.

Infiniti South Bay 3233 P.C.H., Torrance 

Jack’s Pizza 5007 P.C.H., Torrance

Ken’s Market 901 Inglewood Ave., Redondo Bch

L. A. Fitness 3550 W. Carson St #404

La Cocina 4438 182nd St., Redondo Bch.

Lingley Chevron Extra Mile 23420 Crenshaw Blvd.

Little Company Of Mary Hospital 4101 Torrance Blvd.

Little Company Of Mary Medical Cntr 4201 Torrance Blvd.

Manee Thai Massage 24020 Vista Montana #A 

Massey’s House of Flowers 25929 S. Western Blvd.

Miyako Hybrid Hotel 21381 S. Western Ave.

Old Torrance Coffee & Tea 1413 Marcelina Ave.

Pacific Porsche 2900 P.C.H., Torrance

Palos Verdes Bowl 24600 Crenshaw Blvd.

PCH Smiles 2740 Pacific Coast Hwy. 

Pediatric Therapy Network 1815 W. 213th St., Suite 100

Power Volvo 3010 P.C.H., Torrance 

Ralphs 1413 Hawthorne Blvd.

Ralphs 5035 P.C.H., Torrance

Rascal’s Teriyaki Grill 5111 Torrance Blvd.

Residence Inn 3701 Torrance Blvd.

Seashore Chinese 5137 Calle Mayor

Seafood Town Chinese Resturant 22922 Hawthorne Blvd.

Shakey’s Pizza 5105 Torrance Blvd., Torrance

Shorewood Realty 1009 Torrance Blvd.

Snax Restaurant 4535 Sepulveda Blvd.

South Bay BMW 18800 Hawthorne Blvd.

South Bay Pain Docs 2557-A Pacific Coast Hwy. 

South Coast Retina Center 2601 Airport Dr., Suite 210 

South End Racquet & Health Club 2800 Skypark Dr.

Southeast Torrance Library 23115 Arlington Ave.

Southwood Dry Cleaners 22232 Palos Verdes Blvd.

Spires Restaurant 1750 Sepulveda Blvd  

Starbuck’s Coffee 5005 P.C.H., Torrance

Staybridge Suites Hotel 19901 Prairie Ave.

Street Faire Antiques, 1317 Sartori Ave. 

T.R.G. Real Estate Group 3480 Torrance Blvd.

The Depot  1250 Cabrillo Ave.

The Little Gym 21203 Hawthorne Blvd.  

Tony Roma’s 24301 Crenshaw Blvd.

Torrance Bakery 1341 El Prado Ave.

Torrance City Hall 3031 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance Cultural Arts Center 3320 Civic Center

Torrance Historical Society 1345 Post Ave. 

Torrance Library  3301 Torrance Blvd.

Torrance Library 4805 Emerald St.

Torrance Police Dept. 3300 Civic Center

Torrance Police Dept. 3624 Artesia Blvd.

Torrance Produce Market & Deli 1303 El Prado Ave.  

Torrance Recreation Center 3341 Torrance Blvd.

Tortilla Cantina 1225 El Prado Ave.

Toyota North America 19001 S. Western Ave. 

Tucker’s Market 3690 Newton St. 

Vince’s Spaghetti 23609 Hawthorne Blvd.

Volunteer Center 1230 Cravens Ave. 

Wahoo’s Fish Taco 3556 Torrance Blvd.

Walgreens 2690 P.C.H., Torrance

Walgreens 4142 P.C.H., Torrance 

Walgreens 2976 W. Sepulveda Blvd.

Walgreens 2321 Hawthorne Blvd, Redondo Beach 

Walgreens 22930 S. Western Ave.

Walmart Neighborhood Market 19340 Hawthorne Blvd. 

West End Raquet & Health 4343 Spencer St.

Western Museum of Flight 3315 Airport Drive

‘Y’ Not Burgers 22940 Hawthorne Blvd

Yamabuki Restaurant  23863 Hawthorne Blvd. 

YMCA Torrance-South Bay 2900 E. Sepulveda Blvd.

Looking for the Torrance Tribune?
You can find us at all the following locations as well as our Web site: www.heraldpublications.com
Want a subscription? For $50 a year, we will mail a newspaper to your home. Just mail us a check. We will use the address on the check for your subscription address,  
unless instructions state otherwise.  Mail the check to Herald Publications, 312 E. Imperial Ave., El Segundo, 90245.  Please add “Torrance Subscription” in the memo line.

e.

Bl d

One Man’s Opinion Another Man’s Opinion
By Gerry Chong

Sadly, sadly, we have lost another war. 

Consider this: 

The 10 Most Expensive Wars  
in American History Are These:

1. World War II: $4.1T

2. Iraq-Afghanistan: $5.0T

3. Vietnam: $ 738B

4. Korean War: $341B

5. World War I: $334B

6. Persian Gulf War: $102B

7. Civil War: $79B

8. Spanish American: $9B

9.American Revolution: $2B

10. Mexican War: $2B

A total cost of $10.7 trillion... But the list 

does not include the most devastating war of 

all, the War on Poverty. At age 50 and having 

already cost $21.5 trillion, this war is five times 

longer than any prior war and has cost twice 

the amount of all prior wars combined. Since 

both physical wars and socio/economic wars 

bring casualties and death, it is appropriate to 

include this war on the list of wars. 

Forbes Magazine said when LBJ declared 

war on poverty, 27 percent of Americans 

lived in poverty but by 2012 that percentage  

had grown to 29 percent. Moreover, after 50 

years, this war shows no sign of abating--but 

in fact is growing. Concurring with the Forbes 

report, in April the House Committee on the 

Budget issued its report “The War on Poverty: 

50 years later” in which it revealed that in 

2012, there are 92 overlapping programs cost-

ing $799 billion--all this in one year alone.

For Example, Three of the Most 
Egregious Abusers Are:

PROGRAM 
AREA

# OF 
ADMINISTRATING  

AGENCIES
2012 
COST

Education 28 $94.4B
Food Aid 17 $105B
Housing 22 $49.6B

The House report concluded “rather than pro-

vide a roadmap out of poverty Washington has  

created a complex web of programs that are often  

difficult to navigate... Some discourage families 

from getting ahead and many others, we just 

don’t know. There’s little evidence either way.”

Forbes concluded that since people are 

nothing if not adaptive and flexible, as the 

welfare state grows, people find a smaller 

incentive to work. Despite the fact that the 

population has grown, there are fewer people 

working today than there were in 2007. The 

Cato Institute reported that welfare now pays 

more than the minimum wage in 35 states, so 

there is little incentive to take the first step 

up the economic ladder. Cato continued that 

in 13 states, welfare pays more than $15 an 

hour--more than twice the federal minimum 

wage. In nine states, welfare pays more than 

the starting salary for a teacher. In six states, 

welfare pays more than a computer programmer.

Today, the war has brought us to a place where  

46 million live below the poverty line, 49.7 million  

receive food stamps, 11 million are unemployed, 

and the number of employed people is lower 

than 2007. Measured against the LBJ statement 

of purpose in declaring this war “ …not only 

to relieve the symptoms of poverty, but to cure 

it, and above all, to prevent it,” it has failed. 

Sadly, sadly, as we have done with Obam-

acare and in Iraq, Syria, Iran and Afghanistan, 

isn’t it time to simply declare another war 

lost, admitting poverty has won? •

Politicians Making  
Reelection a Priority

By Cristian Vasquez

We are only four month into 2014 and 

already both the Republicans and Demo-

crats are caught up in the hype of the 2016 

presidential election. With more than a year 

before the election is in full swing and a little 

less than two years before we have to cast 

a ballot for the next Commander-in-Chief, 

both parties are busy creating and denying 

rumors about who should be their side’s 

candidate. On the Republican side names 

like Paul Ryan, Marco Rubio, Ted Cruz, Rick 

Santorum and even Jeb Bush…yes, appar-

ently the Bush family gets a free pass from 

the GOP for their ineffectiveness. Although 

in all fairness, Jeb is smarter than the last 

Bush we had in office and hopefully not as 

loony as Bush Sr., but I digress. 

Then we have the Democrats and their po-

tential candidate: Hillary Clinton…and pretty 

much that’s all the noise the party is making. 

Unless they plan to run Vice President Joe 

Biden, the options for the Democrats are slim. 

Unless they are seriously considering Cory 

Booker, Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren or 

Deval Patrick, the Democrats are in a bit of 

a panic. In all of this indecisiveness, it is the 

average American voter who gets to suffer. 

Instead of us reading about members in both 

parties spending their time in Washington 

passing necessary legislation, we get to watch 

both parties scramble to pick the next person 

to make a run at the White House. 

The truth is that with two years still left 

before the current administration vacates 1600 

Pennsylvania Avenue, both sides should focus 

on the task of running the country instead 

of the freak show that are our elections. I 

understand that elections are an important 

aspect of our democratic process. They are 

supposed to provide options as to who would 

be the best leader. Unfortunately, the options 

we are given are horrible and the effort in 

finding these candidates is intense. As a 

result, voters are left disappointed and the 

country’s problems (financial, immigration, 

healthcare, etc…) remain unresolved. 

The sad part is that our reality television, 

24-hour newscycle-infused minds play to the 

tune of this inefficiency. Right now, as you 

are hopefully still reading this, should we be 

more concerned with the possible list of ego-

driven, stubborn politicians looking to become 

President or with the current elected officials 

who continue to disappoint us? Elections 

allow us to remove incompetent politicians. 

One thing we know about the next election 

is that President Obama will not be coming 

back. So, why aren’t we focused on the 

Senators and Congress members who have 

contributed to what is afflicting the nation? 

Eventually we will have to pick the Presi-

dent, but we don’t need to start investing time, 

energy and money into the process this early 

in the game. Still, it is happening and nothing 

will stop the way our election cycles work as 

long as voter apathy continues to thrive. As 

of now, I couldn’t care less about the list of 

incompetent and lying politicians that either 

party produces. •
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SUDOKU Medium

Last Week’s Answers

Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller grids of 3X3 
squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.

Across
1. Deer sir?
5. Short musical piece
10. Small amphibians
14. Designer Chanel
15. Pondered
16. Seed covering
17. Caspian Sea feeder
18. Stigmatize
19. Fix up
20. Get some shuteye
23. Bounders
24. Fool
25. Prayer beads
28. Medicinal balsam
31. Mas’ mates
34. ___ and anon
35. Dogma
36. Hostile
37. Call it a night at 9 p.m.
41. “Gimme ___!” (start of an 
Iowa State cheer)
42. Pronouncement
43. Six-stringed instrument
44. Big ___
45. Plain and simple
46. Talkative

48. Bit of a draft
50. Go parasailing
51. Take a nap
59. Natural emollient
60. Accustom
61. Meticulousness
62. Computer list
63. Recuperation
64. Large-scale
65. Chick’s sound
66. College leave
67. Guff

Down
1. Soviet ballistic missile
2. Unit of pressure
3. Berry
4. Links sight
5. Personify
6. Racetracks
7. One of seven: abbr.
8. Nick’s cousin
9. Taro variety
10. Noblemen
11. Nonconformist
12. Ocean motion
13. Refuse

21. La Brea goo
22. Brown
25. Kind of center
26. Like Bo-Peep’s charges
27. Unchangeable
28. Coquette
29. Grimm beginning
30. 100 qintars
32. Assign
33. In a playful manner
35. Leader opposed by the 
Bolsheviks
38. Exclamation of displeasure
39. Stretch (out)
40. Greeds
46. Most demure
47. Turn left
49. Freeze
50. Narrow groove
51. Summer place
52. On the calm side
53. Smooth
54. Cameo stone
55. Diversion
56. California county or its seat
57. TV angel Munroe
58. Parts of a min.

WEEKLY CROSSWORD See Answers Next Week

Slumber Party
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33

34 35 36

37 38 39 40

41 42 43

44 45 46 47

48 49 50

51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58

59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

D
1

A
2

H
3

O
4

U
5

N
6

C
7

E
8

S
9

M
10

E
11

L
12

L
13

E
14

W E S
15

P O O R T
16

U T E E

C
17

A M E
18

T O T H E R
19

E S C U E

O
20

R I G I N O
21

C U L I

R
22

E N I N T
23

E A C A
24

R
25

T
26

S
27

A L
28

E
29

M
30

D
31

E A R E R

A
32

C
33

E
34

T
35

A X E S
36

L
37

A T E

S
38

A V E
39

O N E S O W
40

N
41

S K I N

S
42

P A N C
43

A M E O S
44

E T

A
45

R N O L
46

D
47

S
48

A T B Y
49

M
50

I S R E A D
51

L
52

U C
53

R
54

E
55

M
56

A N I A
57

C
58

E L I A C

D
59

E
60

L
61

I V E R F R
62

O M E V I L

O
63

R A T E A
64

R E N A E
65

T A

S
66

A T Y R C
67

O V E N T
68

A T

6 7
3 2 8

5 6 9 2 3 4
5 6 8

7 3 1
6 1 8

2 4 8 1 3 5
5 4 2
9 3

5 1 7 3 8 9 4 6 2
2 9 4 1 7 6 8 3 5
6 3 8 5 4 2 9 1 7
4 6 3 8 9 5 7 2 1
7 5 9 2 1 3 6 4 8
1 8 2 7 6 4 5 9 3
3 2 6 4 5 8 1 7 9
9 7 5 6 2 1 3 8 4
8 4 1 9 3 7 2 5 6

 

PRICING 1X 2X 3X 4X
Up to 21 words:  $40 $50 $60 $70
Up to 28 words:  $45 $55 $65 $75
Up to 35 words:  $50 $60 $70 $80
Up to 42 words:  $55 $65 $75 $85
Up to 49 words:  $60 $70 $80 $90

KEEP IT LOCAL
NEW 
LOWER 
RATES!

 
The deadline for Classified Ad copy and payment is at Noon 
on Tuesday. We reserve the right to reject, edit, and determine 
proper classification of classified ads. Herald Publications does 
not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it 
take responsibility for those claims.

PLEASE NOTE: new email address. E-mail ad copy to:  
class@heraldpublications.com. 

HOW TO PAY: CHECKS, CASH OR CREDIT CARDS. Include Visa or M/C number along 

with billing address, security code, expiration date, email address and phone number. 

PAYMENT MUST BE RECEIVED BEFORE AD IS PUBLISHED!

Credit Card Billing Information
Card Number Security Code Expiration Date

First Name on Card Last Name on Card

Address

City State Zip/Postal Code

Phone Number

Payment Type CASH CHECK

Signature

Ad Copy

OVER 40 THOUSAND PAPERS DELIVERED WITHIN MILES OF YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

For your convenience you can fill out this form and fax it (310-322-2787), email (class@
heraldpublications.com) it or bring it into the office at 312 E Imperial Avenue, El Segundo.

COMMUNITIES COUNT

Classifieds
The deadline for Classified Ad submission and payment is Noon on Tuesday to appear in Thursday’s paper. Advertisements must be 
submitted in writing by mail, fax or email. You may pay by cash, check, or credit card (Visa or M/C over the phone).

Errors: Please check your advertisements immediately. Any corrections and/or changes in an ad must be requested prior to the fol-
lowing Tuesday deadline in order to receive a credit. A credit will be issued for only the first time the error appears. Multiple runs will 
only be credited for the first time the error appears. No credit will be issued for an amount greater than the cost of the advertisement.

Beware: Employment offers that suggest guaranteed out-of-state or overseas positions may be deceptive or unethical in nature. If 
you have any doubts about the nature of a company, contact the local office of the Better Business Bureau, (213) 251-9696. Herald 
Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those claims.

GARAGE SALE

910-1010 E. Imperial Ave. (In alley). 
Sat. 4/26, 7:30 a.m to 1:00 p.m.  
Multi-family. Clothes, shoes, books, 
HH items, furniture and more.

GARAGE SALE

This Saturday, April 26th. 909 
Cedar St ES.  

ROOM FOR RENT

Room for rent west side ES private 
bath $725 per month available after 
May 5th. 310 739 9601

TOWNHOUSE FOR RENT

2 master bedrooms 2 1/2 bath 
townhouse apt 126 Virginia. Available 
6/18 rent $2325. (310) 545-2845.

EMPLOYMENT

 
Display Ad Sales Position .  
We need an experienced Display  
Ad  Sa lesper son  fo r  Hera ld 
Publications. Territories include 
To r ra n c e,  E l  S e g u n d o  a n d 
Hawthorne. Ful l  or par t-t ime 
posit ions are avai lable. 20% 
commission on all sales. If  interested 
please email your resume to 
management@heraldpublications.
com. No phone calls please. 

GARAGE FOR LEASE

$2,595, 2700 sq. ft. Garage 6  
car parking and room for RV,  
310-322-0000

GARAGE FOR RENT

Garage for Rent $200 a month 
in  Lawndale leave message  
(310) 644-0636.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

1 Bedroom apar tment  wi th 
immaculate view of the City. 707 East 
Grand for $1,300 a month. 1 room 
in a house with full house privileges 
for $600 a month including utilities. 
(310)365-1481 or (310)641-2148. 

CARE GIVER

Senior Home Health Care 30 years 
experience as an LVN, current 
license, bonded, refs. (310) 621-1555

EMPLOYMENT

 
Writers wanted for local community 
newspapers.  Area to be covered 
is Torrance (Torrance Tribune). 
You must have some writing 
experience.  Please send resume to 
management@heraldpublications.
com. No phone calls please.  

To appear in next week’s  
paper, submit your Classifed Ad 

by Noon on Tuesday.

Follow Us  
on Twitter  

@heraldpub
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DBA@HERALDPUBLICATIONS.COM         PUBLIC NOTICES           LEGALNOTICES@HERALDPUBLICATIONS.COM

YOU CAN FAX YOUR FILED FORM TO 310-322-2787 THE PUBLISHING COST IS $75 FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION CALL MARTHA PRIETO AT 310-322-1830 EXT. 23

ABANDONMENTS: 
$125.00

ABC NOTICES: 
$125.00

DBA 
(Fictitious Business Name): 

$75.00
NAME CHANGE: 

$125.00
Other type of notice? Contact us 

and we can give you a price.

For DBA’s email us at: 
dba@heraldpublications.com 

All other legal notices email us at:  
legalnotices@heraldpublications.com 

Any questions? 
Call us at 310-322-1830

PUBLISH 
YOUR  
PUBLIC 

NOTICES 
HERE

Shape Up for Surgery: Tips to Improve Your Health, Safety and Outcome
Seniors

(BPT) - More than 50 million surgeries 

occur every year and patient safety is always 

the top priority for surgeons or physician 

anesthesiologists involved in medical care. If 

you’re scheduled for surgery and have weeks 

or even months to prepare, important actions 

to improve your health, such as exercising and 

eating right, can help make surgery as safe as 

possible. They will also decrease your chances 

of complications and help you get back on 

your feet faster.

“Surgery is usually the solution to a problem, 

whether to replace a painful knee or repair a 

hernia, but there are always risks,” says Dr. 

Jane C.K. Fitch, president of the American 

Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA). “Physician 

anesthesiologists, surgeons and other medical 

specialists work with patients before, during 

and after surgery to help ensure a successful 

outcome. Patients can take control of their own 

health by having critical conversations with their 

physicians and getting healthy before surgery.”

So, what can you do to get yourself in  

shape for surgery? The ASA suggests patients 

follow these tips:

• Eat healthy: Adjusting your diet to include 

healthier choices in the weeks leading up to 

your surgery can help you become stronger and 

recover quicker. If you have a loss of appetite 

or recently lost weight without trying, be sure 

to tell your doctor, who might suggest you 

see a registered dietitian. The dietitian may 

prescribe a nutritional supplement to boost 

your immune system, help prevent infections 

and shorten your stay in the hospital.

• Stop smoking:  Among the many reasons 

to kick the habit is that smoking and anesthe-

sia - which you’ll need during surgery - don’t 

mix. If you smoke, your heart and lungs 

are compromised and don’t function at full 

capacity. You are also far more likely to suf-

fer breathing and lung-related complications 

during surgery and are more likely to need a 

ventilator after surgery. By quitting smoking 

before surgery, you’ll not only decrease the 

likelihood of these risks, but you’re also less 

likely to have a wound infection, heart attack 

or other complication.

• Boost your breathing: Taking deep breaths 

on a spirometer - a simple device that helps 

you exercise your lungs and improve their  

function - is a routine activity after most  

surgeries. Doing these exercises before surgery 

can help strengthen your lungs so you’re less 

likely to develop pneumonia.

• Control your blood sugar: People with 

diabetes whose blood sugar (glucose) is not 

controlled, are more likely to suffer potentially 

fatal complications following surgery. If you 

have diabetes, make sure your blood sugar is 

controlled. If you don’t, your immune system 

may be weaker, making you more vulnerable 

to pneumonia and other infections. Controlling 

your blood sugar will help you heal faster 

and you’ll likely spend less time recovering 

in the hospital.

• Disclose medication use: Prior to surgery, 

be sure to tell your surgeon and physician 

anesthesiologist what vitamins, supplements, 

as well as prescription and over-the-counter 

medications you are taking. You may need to 

stop taking some of them until after your sur-

gery because they make your blood less likely 

to clot and increase the risk of bleeding. The 

long list of risky medications includes blood 

thinners such as aspirin, pain relievers such as 

ibuprofen and common supplements such as 

St. John’s wort and vitamins C and E. Do not 

stop taking any supplements or medications 

without asking your physician first.

• Get (or stay) active: If you exercise, keep it 

up, and if you don’t, try to responsibly increase 

your activity level in the weeks before surgery. 

The sooner you begin to move around after 

surgery, the less likely you are to develop blood 

clots and pneumonia. Consider getting into an 

exercise program - it can reduce complications 

and shorten hospital stays.

• Reduce consumption of alcoholic beverages: 

People who have more than two alcoholic drinks 

a day are more likely to suffer complications 

after surgery than light drinkers and those who 

drink heavily are more than twice as likely to 

suffer complications that can result in death. 

Heavy drinkers are also much more likely to 

get an infection after surgery, have difficulty 

breathing, and be admitted to the intensive 

care unit than non-drinkers.

Be your own advocate by following ASA’s 

tips for improving your health, safety and 

surgical outcomes. For more information about 

being prepared for surgery and anesthesia, 

visit www.asahq.org/WhenSecondsCount/

patientsafety.aspx. •



Page 14 April 24, 2014 TORRANCE TRIBUNE

Enjoy a good read with 
your morning coffee...

Subscribe to one of Herald Publications 
weekly newspapers.

El Segundo Herald, Torrance Tribune, Hawthorne 
Press Tribune, Lawndale Tribune or Inglewood News

Only $50.00 for a yearly subscription.

Call 310-322-1830

C E R T I F I E D  A N D  L I C E N S E D  P R O F E S S I O N A L S

painting

plumbing

PLUMBING, HEATING, COOLING & ELECTRICAL

310-543-2001

24 

Service
Free

HANDYMAN

TOUCHSTONE

30 Year Business and Resident in the South Bay
310-517-9677

Reasonably Priced – Referrals Upon Request

handyman

RICH’S PAINTING
Specializing in exterior
Quality interior work

310-640-9465

The deadline for Business and Professional (B&P) Ad copy 
and payment is at Noon on Tuesday. We reserve the right to 
reject, edit, and determine proper classification of B&P ads. 
Herald Publications does not guarantee that the advertiser’s 
claims are true nor does it take responsibility for those 
claims. MUST HAVE CONTRACT LICENSE NUMBER IN AD.

HOW TO PAY: CHECKS, CASH OR CREDIT CARDS. 

Include Visa or M/C number along with billing 

address, security code, expiration date, email 

address and phone number. PAYMENT MUST BE 
RECEIVED BEFORE AD IS PUBLISHED!

NEW LOWER RATES!
26 weeks (6 months) is only $400   
52 weeks (1 year) is only $750
If you have any questions call us at 310-322-1830.

KEEP IT LOCAL

PLEASE NOTE: 
NEW EMAIL ADDRESS 
E-mail ad copy to:  
class@heraldpublications.com 

COMMUNITIES COUNT

OVER 40 THOUSAND PAPERS DELIVERED WITHIN MILES OF YOUR HOME OR BUSINESS.

PAINTERS PLUS

PLUS

FREE ESTIMATES  

 

310-798-0450

painting

Bob Boice

310-316-3435
Lic#817498  B.H.I.C.

Quality Work Since 1966

Home Repairs
Carpentry - Painting - Repairs & 
Improvements - Small Jobs O.K.!

Please no plumbing calls.

fumigation

 Fumigation, Drywood Termite  Pest Control 
 Treatments  Wood Repair Specialist 

 Escrow Papers  Termite Reports  
 Free Inspections  30 Years Experience

 
562.633.5503 310.346.2076
323.806.3495 310.864.8490

Lic#PR5267

SPECIALIST  HONEST  PROFESSIONAL

Lawn & Yard Service,  
Clean-Ups, Repairs, Etc.

CALL RON
310-463-1042

McRobert’s Gardening

Lic #12156

Since 1992

gardening plumbing

CENTRAL ROOTER

24/7
FREE ESTIMATES

310-344-3378

bankruptcy

This is a debt relief agency helping people to file 
for bankruptcy under the Bankruptcy Code.

Law Offices of
CHRISTIE CRONENWETH

25202 Crenshaw Blvd., Suite 207, Torrance, CA 90505
@yahoo.com

Free Consultations for Bankruptcy & Debt Relief 
310.257.4995 

B A N K R U P T C Y

concrete
Need A Driveway or Patio?

Lindahl 
              Concrete, Inc.

310-326-6626
Lic#531387

Specializing in all Residential Concrete
WWW.LINDAHLCONCRETE.COM

Call For Estimate

electric
Wise Electric Contracting Service

Commercial/Industrial/Residential
License No: 785853

Phone: 310-529-5271 
Fax: 310-615-0063

Keith R. Wise  Owner/Operator

Serving El Segundo  
since 1945

flooring

EL SEGUNDO 
GARDENER

Licensed/Bonded 
All E.S. Crew, Lawn Service Clean Ups,  
Tree Trim, Sprinklers, Handyman, etc.

310-493-7811
Lic# 100085424

gardening

BILL’S 
HOME & APARTMENT

MAINTENANCE
CONTRACTOR QUALITY 

at Handyman Prices.
We cover everything from A-Z.

Bill Henrichon
Cell: 310-890-7531                                                                                                 

Office: 310-542-3470

Billshomeandaptmain@yahoo.com
CA ST LIS# 786081 / Bonded & Insured

Serving the South Bay for 25 years
FREE ESTIMATES

2011 2012 2013

painting

handyman

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

class@heraldpublications.com

Lic. #987614

HIGH POWER
CARPET CLEANING

carpet cleaning 

YOUR 
AD 

HERE
Email to reserve your space

class@heraldpublications.com

handyman

Frank’s 
Plumbing

Lic#557167
Est. 1989

310.613.4563
KillasserKid@verizon.net

HVAC-Electrical  Stoppages
Tankless Water Heaters

plumbing

310.738.7094
Phone/Text

El Segundo
Resident

23 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Sewer Video  Hydrojetting  Bonded  Insured

CA LIC. #980971

plumbing

City Council  from front page

while still enforceable. “It is our intention to 

install the fewest signs possible and use existing 

posts and streetlight poles wherever possible,” 

said Bilezerian. “It’s important to note that we 

do not think enforcement of no parking without 

the signs will be possible. The signs will be 

installed based on line of sight visibility . . . 

However, intention is . . . to, wherever possible, 

minimize the number of signs.”

Residents argued that street sweeping is an 

ineffective inconvenience, and that grates on storm  

drains would be sufficient to eliminate the presence  

of trash and toxins heading to the ocean, Machado  

Lake or the Dominguez Channel. City Manager 

LeRoy Jackson disagreed, saying that unless 

the city can prove it’s making a “good faith 

effort” (which city staff believes includes street 

sweeping) to eliminate those pollutants, the city 

could face $10,000 in daily fines. He mentioned 

that cities throughout California have tried to 

seek exemptions or to overturn the regulations 

and none have been successful. “Cities have 

filed appeals across the state on this matter,” 

said Jackson. “The state water board has been 

very definitive in saying they have to comply.” 

Overturning the regulation might not be the 

best course of action for Torrance anyway. 

Bilezerian said the program has a number 

of upsides including increasing the amount 

of available parking on street sweeping days 

and protecting the environment and the water 

supply. “The project is going improve water 

quality in the environment both locally and 

outside the city in the surrounding area,” said 

Bilezerian. “It will allow us to optimize street 

sweeping effectiveness such that it will provide 

us unobstructed access to gutters.  It’s going 

to improve on-street parking availability in 

neighborhoods that currently have signs that 

limit parking and also reduce the period from 

four hours to three.  And ultimately we’re going 

to have cleaner streets and cleaner water.”

Because of a series of other high profile 

meetings and Council dark nights in the near 

future, the earliest the Council could likely 

revisit this issue is after the upcoming Council 

elections. Mayor Frank Scotto said he felt that 

pushing off the hard questions concerning the 

street sweeping plan to the new Council was a 

mistake, albeit once that wouldn’t affect him 

as he isn’t seeking re-election. “We will delay 

this but it’s really the wrong thing to do,” said 

Scotto. “Kicking the can down the road is really 

not fair to [the new Council] who will have to 

be the ones taking the blame for this. It’s OK 

with me because I won’t be sitting up here.” •
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Roger Hart
310-781-2000

2420 W. Carson St. #120
Torrance, CA 90501

BRE# 00625505

4246 NEWTON ST. TORRANCE
Beautiful Torrance Villa 
This Mediterranean styled villa was the result of a $500k 

remodel finished in 2009.  It has the best curb appeal with 

exterior stone work, twin curved steps and mahogany double 

doors.  This luxurious home has all high end upgrades 

including Marvin wood framed/aluminum clad, dual pane 

windows with security laminate glass.  The kitchen is truly a 

chef’s delight stainless steel appliances, custom cabinets, a 

walk in pantry, and granite counter tops.  It also opens to a 

great dining/living/game room.  Large ground floor theater 

room with a fireplace could also serve as a master bedroom 

in addition to 4 bedrooms upstairs and a total of 2.5 baths.  

Behind the motorized wooden gates is total privacy with room 

for RV/boat and plenty of parking.

Listed at $1,299,000
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ONLY

nicholas@mattucci.com

Nick Donato
CalBRE# 01816862 

(310)634-6366
Commercial, Industrial  

& Residential  
Sales & Leasing 

www.LISTINGITWITHNICK.com

Have you been thinking about downsizing?   

Is the home you live in now just become too much to take care of with too many stairs,  

too much yard work, too much stuff?  I can help show you some options which will simplify 

your life because I have done it.  Don’t wait too long to start living your dream!

*
Specializing in Options for Seniors!

A Sure-Footed Way to Choose New Flooring
(BPT) - When spring-cleaning uncovers a 

worn floor it may be time to consider purchasing 

a new one, especially if you’re selling your 

home in the near future. A new floor, like 

refreshed paint and updated fixtures, makes 

a home more enjoyable to live in as well as 

more marketable.

Floor purchases are often postponed because 

homeowners are confused about how to make 

a selection. But Erinn Valencich, celebrity 

designer and contestant on NBC’s reality home 

design show, American Dream Builders, says 

choosing a floor is easier than you think.

“Selecting new flooring may seem like a 

momentous task, but it doesn’t have to be,” 

she says. “If you approach it understanding 

the selection process, bringing in images of 

spaces you like for color reference, it’s not 

intimidating ... but really quite fun.”

When considering new flooring you should 

evaluate your lifestyle. Many people prefer 

hard surface floors for high traffic areas of 

the home and carpet for bedrooms or dens.

Valencich is a fan of the warm look of wood 

in her designs and often uses premium laminates 

in place of hardwoods for active families.

“With all the new options of laminate 

available today, I often use it in place of real 

wood,” says Valencich, “The primary reason 

- durability. Laminates simply can withstand 

more punishment. And seriously, with quality 

laminates like the Reclaime Collection from 

Quick-Step, it’s next to impossible to tell the 

difference.”

So how do you choose your new floor? 

Valencich offers three easy steps to help guide 

you through the process.

1. Think color first.

When redoing a room, Valencich always 

starts with fabric swatches to determine a color 

palette. So if you’re refreshing a room, you’ll 

want to select a floor that will complement the 

new color palette of your fabrics and walls. 

Valencich recommends finding a floor color 

that contrasts with the walls and furniture in 

the room. If you have rich, dark walls, a lighter 

floor creates a dramatic difference. White and 

light walls may look more dramatic when 

paired with mid-tone or dark floors.

The popularity of gray-toned furniture hasn’t 

faded and you’ll be seeing these rich patinas for 

some time into the future. Likewise gray floors 

remain hugely popular because they create an 

amazing foundation for a room.

2. Choose your style.

With the resurgence of vintage looks in 

furniture and accessories, reclaimed, time-worn 

and rustic textures are extremely popular while 

smooth surfaces are always a classic.

Valencich often combines a rustic textured 

floor with the clean lines of a contemporary 

space. “I like to pair a warm rustic texture with 

a variety of smooth finishes. They create a nice 

contrast in a space and make a more modern 

look feel warm and accessible,” she says.

Of course rustic floors are the perfect fit for 

the contemporary cottage look and smooth 

surface floors work well in any decor. There’s 

no right or wrong, so choose what speaks to 

you and your style.

3. Visualize your floor in your home.

Once you’ve narrowed your choices, it’s 

best to see actual flooring samples in your 

room with available light. Samples can either 

be ordered online or checked-out from your 

local retailer. It’s wise to involve your retailer 

early on in the process; he can provide great 

information on product specifications, durability 

and maintenance. Your retailer will also 

measure the room, order flooring and arrange 

installation. •
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Looking Up
NASA Cassini Images May Reveal Birth of New Saturn Moon

By Bob Eklund

NASA’s Cassini spacecraft has documented 

the formation of a small icy object within 

the rings of Saturn that may be a new moon, 

and may also provide clues to the formation 

of the planet’s known moons. Images taken 

with Cassini’s narrow angle camera on April 

15, 2013 show disturbances at the very edge 

of Saturn’s A ring—the outermost of the 

planet’s large, bright rings. One of these dis-

turbances is an arc about 20 percent brighter 

than its surroundings, 750 miles long and six 

miles wide. Scientists also found unusual 

protuberances in the usually smooth profile 

at the ring’s edge. Scientists believe the arc 

and protuberances are caused by the gravi-

tational effects of a nearby object. Details 

of the observations were published online 

today by the journal Icarus [http://dx.doi.

org/10.1016/j.icarus.2014.03.024].

The object is not expected to grow any 

larger, and may even be falling apart. But 

the process of its formation and outward 

movement aids in our understanding of how 

Saturn’s icy moons, including the cloud-

wrapped Titan and ocean-holding Enceladus, 

may have formed in more massive rings long 

ago. It also provides insight into how Earth 

and other planets in our solar system may 

have formed and migrated away from our 

star, the Sun.

“We have not seen anything like this before,” 

said Carl Murray of Queen Mary University 

of London, the report’s lead author. “We may 

be looking at the act of birth, where this 

object is just leaving the rings and heading 

off to be a moon in its own right.”

The object, informally named Peggy, is 

too small to see in images so far. Scientists 

estimate it is probably no more than about a 

half mile in diameter. Saturn’s icy moons range 

in size depending on their proximity to the 

planet—the farther from the planet, the larger. 

And many of Saturn’s moons are comprised 

primarily of ice, as are the particles that form 

Saturn’s rings. Based on these facts, and other 

indicators, researchers recently proposed that 

the icy moons formed from ring particles and 

then moved outward, away from the planet, 

merging with other moons on the way.

“Witnessing the possible birth of a tiny 

moon is an exciting, unexpected event,” said 

Cassini Project Scientist Linda Spilker, of 

NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) 

in Pasadena, Calif. According to Spilker, 

Cassini’s orbit will move closer to the outer 

edge of the A ring in late 2016 and provide 

an opportunity to study Peggy in more detail 

and perhaps even image it.

Write a Lunar Eclipse Poem and Win a Prize

Were you excited to see the lunar eclipse 

on the night of April 14? Enough to write a 

poem about it? Why not try one and email it 

to the Astronomers Without Borders (AWB) 

AstroPoetry Contest? This international 

astronomy-outreach organization is presenting 

the contest as a feature of Global Astronomy 

Month, April 2014.

The contest has separate divisions for 

children grades one to six, young adults 

grades seven to 12 and adults. For contest 

rules and the entry form, see: http://astrono-

merswithoutborders.org/gam2014-programs/

program-schedule-2014.html?id=1467

In addition to the contest, you can also send 

your poem to the AWB AstroPoetry Blog, 

where we post poems daily. Your blog poem 

can also include a picture, if you have one.  

See the blog at: http://astronomerswithout-

borders.org/blog/astropoetry-blog.html

Send your poem (and picture if you have 

one) for the blog to: astropoetry@astrono-

merswithoutborders.org

Unhurt By Shadow
How bright the full moon

Coming out of her eclipse

Unhurt by shadow.

Poem from the book First Star I See Tonight: 

A Celebration of Wonder, copyright 2007 by 

Robert L. Eklund. Book available from Xlibris.

com or Amazon.com. •

“The Torrance Tribune is 

exactly what I’ve been 

looking for. It specifically 

targets Torrance and gives 

you the opportunity to 

promote your business to 

a localized clientele. The 

people of Torrance are very 

community oriented and the 

Torrance Tribune fits right in. 

Thank you for bringing such 

a great paper to our city.“

Aurelio Mattucci

Broker, Owner of Mattucci Real Estate


